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A  p e r s o n  c a n  f a r e  w e ll e i th e r  o v e r  a n  e x te n d e d  p e r io d  o r  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  

m o m e n t .  W e  e v a lu a te  h o w  w e ll a  p e r s o n  f a r e s  o v e r  a n  e x te n d e d  p e r io d  

w h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  h im  a s  h a v in g  a  g o o d  d a y ,  a  g o o d  y e a r ,  o r  a  g o o d  l i fe , 

o r  w h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  s u c h  a  p e r io d  a s  g o in g  w e ll f o r  h im .  W e  e v a lu a te  

h o w  a  p e r s o n  f a r e s  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  w h e n  w e  s a y  t h a t  h e  is d o in g  

w e ll j u s t  th e n .  W e  f a v o r  d i f f e r e n t  id io m s  in  th e s e  tw o  k in d s  o f  e v a lu a t io n :  

w e  a r e  m o r e  in c l in e d  to  s p e a k  o f  a  p e r s o n  a s  h a v in g  a  g o o d  li f e  th a n  a s  

h a v in g  a  g o o d  m o m e n t ;  a n d ,  c o n v e r s e ly ,  w e  a r e  m o r e  in c l in e d  to  u s e  

th e  t e r m s  ‘w e l f a r e ’ o r  ‘w e l l -b e in g ’ to  e x p re s s  h o w  w e ll th in g s  a r e  g o in g  

f o r  h im  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  t h a n  to  e v a lu a te  h o w  w e ll h is  l i f e  g o e s  

a s  a  w h o le .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  e v a lu a t io n s  o f  b o th  k in d s  a r e  ju d g m e n ts  o f  

r e la t io n a l  v a lu e — o f  w h a t ’s g o o d  f o r  th e  p e r s o n  o r  g o o d  in  r e l a t io n  to  h is  

in t e r e s t s — a n d  so  th e y  a r e  b o lh  ju d g m e n ts  o f  th e  p e r s o n ’s w e lf a r e .^

W h a t  is th e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  w e l f a re  v a lu e ^  o f  a  t e m p o r a l  p e r io d  in  

s o m e o n e ’s l i fe  a n d  h is  w e lf a r e  a t  in d iv id u a l  m o m e n ts  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d ?  

A n d  w h a t  is th e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  p e r io d  a n d  t h a t  o f  th e  

s h o r te r  p e r io d s  i t  c o m p r is e s ?  Is  a  g o o d  d a y  j u s t  a  d a y  d u r in g  w h ic h  o n e  is 

f r e q u e n t ly  w e ll off?^^ Is  a  g o o d  w e e k  j u s t  a  w e e k  in  w h ic h  th e  g o o d  d a y s  

o u tw e ig h  th e  b a d ?  Is  a  g o o d  l i fe  j u s t  a  s t r in g  o f  g o o d  y e a r s ?

T h e  a n s w e r  to  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  w o u ld  b e  y es  i f  w e ll-b e in g  w e re  a d d i t iv e .  I f  

th e  w e lf a r e  v a lu e  o f  a  t im e - p e r io d  in  o n e ’s l i f e  w e re  e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  s u m  

o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  t h a t  o n e  e n jo y e d  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d ,  th e n  a  

g o o d  p e r io d  w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  a  p e r io d  d u r in g  w h ic h  o n e  w a s ,  o n  b a la n c e ,  

w e ll o f f ,  a n d  a  g o o d  l i f e  w o u ld  b e  a  l i fe  c o m p o s e d ,  o n  b a la n c e ,  o f  g o o d  

p e r io d s .  B u t I d o u b t  w h e th e r  w e ll-b e in g  is a d d i t iv e  in  th is  w a y .

O f  c o u r s e ,  I d o  n o t  m e a n  to  r u le  o u t  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  th e  a m o u n t  o f  

m o m e n ta r y  w e l fa re  a c c ru in g  to  s o m e o n e  d u r in g  h is  l i fe  a n d  th e  w e l fa r e
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v a lu e  o f  t h a t  l i f e  m ig h t  t u r n  o u t  to  b e  th e  s a m e .  I a m  s im p ly  s a y in g  t h a t  

th e i r  b e in g  th e  s a m e  w o u ld  o r d in a r i ly  b e  a n  a c c id e n t ,  b e c a u s e  th e  w e l fa r e  

v a lu e  o f  a  l i fe  is n o t  in  g e n e ra l  d e te r m in e d  b y ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  in f e r r e d  

f r o m ,  th e  a m o u n t  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  t h a t  th e  l i f e  c o n ta in s .^

H e r e  I a m  n o t  m e re ly  d e n y in g  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l i f e  c a n  b e  c o m p u te d  

b y  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  v a lu e s  a n te c e d e n t ly  a s s ig n e d  to  i ts  c o n s t i tu e n t  

m o m e n ts .  C o m p u t in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le  in  th i s  m a n n e r ,  b y  c o m 

p o s i t io n ,  m ig h t  b e  im p o s s ib le  o n ly  b e c a u s e  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  p a r t s  h a d  to  

b e  c o m p u t e d ,  in v e rs e ly ,  b y  d e c o m p o s i t io n .  I f  th e  o n ly  w a y  to  a s s e s s  

s o m e o n e ’s w e ll-b e in g  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  w a s  to  c o m p u te  th e  

f r a c t i o n  o f  h is  l i f e ’s v a lu e  t h a t  w a s  b e in g  r e a l iz e d  a t  th e  t im e ,  th e n  th e  

v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  c o m p u t e d  f i r s t ,  a n d  c o u l d n ’t  b e  

d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  p a r t s .^  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r , w e ll -b e in g  

m ig h t  s t i l l  b e  a d d i t iv e  in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  in te r e s t s  m e ,  s in c e  th e  v a lu e s  o f  

th e  p a r t s  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le  m ig h t  s til l  b e  s u c h  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  h a d  

to  e q u a l  th e  s u m  o f  th e  f o r m e r .  W h a t  I w is h  to  d e n y  is  t h a t  w e ll-b e in g  is 

a d d i t iv e  in  e v e n  th i s  s e n s e .

M y  c la im  th u s  m i l i t a te s  e q u a l ly  a g a in s t  e v a lu a t in g  a  w h o le  l i f e  b y  

c o m p o s i t io n  a n d  e v a lu a t in g  i ts  p a r t s  b y  d e c o m p o s i t io n .  I n  m y  v ie w , j u s t  

a s  a s s ig n in g  v a lu e s  to  s o m e o n e ’s m o m e n ts  o f  e x i s te n c e  a n d  a d d in g  th e m  

w ill n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  y ie ld  th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  l i f e ;  s o  a s s ig n in g  a  v a lu e  to  h is  

l i f e  a n d  d iv id in g  i t  a m o n g  h is  m o m e n ts  o f  e x i s te n c e  w ill n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  

y ie ld  th e i r  v a lu e s ,  e i th e r .

M y  s t r a te g y  w ill b e  to  c r it ic iz e  th e s e  a l t e r n a t iv e  c o m p u t a t io n s  in  t u r n .  

F i r s t  I  s h a l l  p r e s u p p o s e  a  r o u g h  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g ,  

a n d  I s h a l l  a r g u e ,  o n  r a th e r  in tu i t iv e  g r o u n d s ,  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l i fe  n e e d  

n o t  b e  th e  s u m  o f  th e  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  e n jo y e d  w ith in  i t .  T h e n  I 

s h a l l  a r g u e ,  o n  m o r e  th e o r e t ic a l  g r o u n d s ,  a g a in s t  r e g a r d in g  a  p e r s o n ’s 

w e ll-b e in g  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  a s  a  c u r r e n t ly  r e a l iz e d  f r a c t i o n  o f  h is  

l i f e ’s v a lu e .  I n  n e i th e r  p h a s e  o f  th e  a r g u m e n t  w ill I p r e s u p p o s e  a n y  

p a r t i c u la r  th e o r y  o f  in d iv id u a l  w e ll-b e in g ; r a th e r .  I ’ll a p p ly  w h a t  I t a k e  

to  b e  c o m m o n s e n s e  n o t io n s  o f  f a r in g  w e ll ,  e i th e r  o v e r  o n e ’s e n t i r e  l i fe  o r  

w ith in  th e  c o n f in e s  o f  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t .

I n tu i t iv e ly  s p e a k in g , th e  r e a s o n  w h y  w e ll-b e in g  i s n ’t  a d d i t iv e  is t h a t  h o w  

a  p e r s o n  is f a r in g  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  is a  t e m p o r a l ly  lo c a l  m a t t e r ,  

w h e r e a s  th e  w e lf a r e  v a lu e  o f  a  p e r io d  in  h is  l i fe  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  g lo b a l  

f e a tu r e s  o f  t h a t  p e r io d .  M o re  s p e c if ic a l ly ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  a n  e x te n d e d  

p e r io d  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  o v e r a l l  o r d e r  o r  s t r u c tu r e  o f  e v e n ts — o n  w h a t  

m ig h t b e  c a l le d  th e i r  n a r r a t iv e  o r  d r a m a t ic  re la tio n s . '^

C o n s id e r  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  liv e s  t h a t  y o u  m ig h t  liv e . O n e  l i fe  b e g in s  in  th e  

d e p th s  b u t  t a k e s  a n  u p w a r d  t r e n d :  a  c h i ld h o o d  o f  d e p r iv a t io n ,  a  t r o u b le d  

y o u th ,  s tr u g g le s  a n d  s e tb a c k s  in  e a r ly  a d u l th o o d ,  f o llo w e d  f in a l ly  b y  

su c c e s s  a n d  s a t i s f a c t io n  in  m id d le  a g e  a n d  a  p e a c e f u l  r e t i r e m e n t .  A n o th e r
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l i f e  b e g in s  a t  th e  h e ig h ts  b u t  s lid e s  d o w n h i l l :  a  b l i s s f u l  c h i ld h o o d  a n d  

y o u th ,  p r e c o c io u s  t r i u m p h s  a n d  r e w a r d s  in  e a r ly  a d u l th o o d ,  f o llo w e d  b y  

a  m id li f e  s tr e w n  w i th  d i s a s te r s  t h a t  l e a d  to  m is e ry  in  o ld  a g e .  S u r e ly ,  w e  

c a n  im a g in e  tw o  s u c h  liv e s  a s  c o n ta in in g  e q u a l  s u m s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll 

b e in g .  Y o u r  r e t i r e m e n t  is  a s  b le s s e d  in  o n e  l i f e  a s  y o u r  c h i l d h o o d  is in  th e  

o th e r ;  y o u r  n o n a g e  is  a s  b l ig h te d  in  o n e  l i fe  a s  y o u r  d o ta g e  is in  th e  o t h e r .

Y e t  e v e n  i f  w e  w e re  to  m a p  e a c h  m o m e n t  in  o n e  l i fe  o n to  a  m o m e n t  o f  

e q u a l  w e ll -b e in g  in  th e  o th e r ,  w e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s h o w n  th e s e  liv e s  to  b e  

e q u a l ly  g o o d .  F o r  a f te r  th e  t a l ly  o f  g o o d  t im e s  a n d  b a d  t im e s  h a d  b e e n  

r u n g  u p ,  th e  f a c t  w o u ld  r e m a in  t h a t  o n e  l i fe  g e ts  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  b e t te r  

w h ile  th e  o th e r  g e ts  p r o g re s s iv e ly  w o r se ;  o n e  is a  s to r y  o f  im p r o v e m e n t  

w h ile  th e  o th e r  is a  s to r y  o f  d e t e r io r a t io n .  T o  m o s t  p e o p le ,  I th i n k ,  th e  

f o r m e r  s to r y  w o u ld  s e e m  lik e  a  b e t te r  l i f e - s to r y — n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  in  th e  

se n s e  t h a t  i t  m a k e s  f o r  a  b e t te r  s to r y  in  th e  t e l l in g  o r  th e  h e a r in g ,  b u t  

r a th e r  in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  is  th e  s to r y  o f  a  b e t te r  life .^

N o te  t h a t  I a m  n o t  c o m m it te d  to  th e  t r u t h  o f  th i s  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t ,  in  

p a r t i c u la r .  I o f f e r  i t  m e re ly  a s  a n  in tu i t iv e ly  p la u s ib le  i l lu s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  

p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  p e r io d s  c o n t a in in g  e q u a l  s u m s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e l fa re  c a n  

h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  o v e ra l l  w e l fa re  v a lu e s .  ( T h e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  m o s t  o f  th e  

v a lu e  ju d g m e n ts  o f f e r e d  b e lo w .)  E v e n  th o s e  w h o  d o n ’t  a g re e  w i th  th e  

p r e s e n t  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t ,  o r  c a n  im a g in e  d is a g re e in g  w i th  i t ,  w ill a t  l e a s t  

a c k n o w le d g e  t h a t  i t  is a  r e a s o n a b le  j u d g m e n t  to  e n t e r t a i n ;  w h e r e a s  i t  

w o u ld  b e  r u le d  o u t  a p r io r i  i f  w e ll -b e in g  w e re  a d d i t iv e .

O n e  w h o  th i n k s  t h a t  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  is th e  s u m  o f  th e  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  

e n jo y e d  th e r e in  m a y  s e e k  to  e x p la in  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  th i s  th o u g h t  e x p e r i 

m e n t  a s  d u e  to  s u b c o n s c io u s  a s s u m p t io n s  t h a t  v io la te  th e  e x p e r im e n t ’s 

t e rm s .  T h a t  is , o n e  m a y  c la im  t h a t  a  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  liv e s  s t ip u la te d  

to  c o n t a i n  e q u a l  a m o u n ts  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  m u s t  a r is e  f r o m  a  

s i le n t  r e f u s a l  to  g r a n t  th e  s t ip u la t i o n .  T h o s e  w h o  p r e f e r  th e  u p h i l l  c l im b  

to  th e  d o w n h il l  s l id e , o n e  m a y  s a y ,  a r e  s im p ly  a s s u m in g  t h a t  th e  h ig h s  

a n d  lo w s  e n c o u n te r e d  in  m a tu r i t y  a r e  m o r e  e x t r e m e  t h a n  th o s e  e n c o u n 

t e r e d  in  c h i ld h o o d ,  a n d  t h a t  th e  in te n s if y in g  e f f e c t s  o f  a g e ,  o r  m i t ig a t in g  

e f f e c t s  o f  y o u th ,  m a k e  th e  g o o d s  o f  o n e  l i fe  b e t te r  a n d  th e  e v ils  o f  th e  

o th e r  l i fe  w o rs e .

B u t  I d o u b t  w h e th e r  o u r  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e s e  liv e s  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  

to  a  d e n ia l  o f  th e i r  s u p p o s e d  s y m m e tr y .  W e  d o n ’t  n e c e s s a r ily  a s s u m e  t h a t  

th e  b e s t  r e t i r e m e n t  is  b e t te r  t h a n  th e  b e s t  c h i l d h o o d ,  o r  t h a t  th e  m is e r ie s  

o f  a g e  a r e  w o rs e ,  a t  th e i r  w o r s t ,  t h a n  th e  m ise r ie s  o f  y o u th .  I f  a s k e d  w h y  

w e  p r e f e r  th e  l i fe  o f  im p r o v e m e n t ,  w e  w o u ld  b e  u n l ik e ly  to  e x p re s s  s u c h  

v ie w s ; w e  w o u ld  b e  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  s a y ,  “ A  l i fe  t h a t  g e ts  b e t te r  is , o th e r  

th in g s  b e in g  e q u a l ,  b e t te r  t h a n  a  l i fe  t h a t  g e ts  w o r s e .  W e  w o u ld  t h e n  b e  

e x p r e s s in g  a  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t r e n d s ,  a s  o p p o s e d  to  s u m s ,  o f  m o m e n 

t a r y  w e ll -b e in g ,  a  p r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  is e n t i r e ly  n a t u r a l  a n d  y e t  a t  o d d s  w i th
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th e  v ie w  t h a t  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  is th e  s u m  o f  th e  v a lu e s  o f  its  c o n s t i tu e n t  

m o m e n ts .

T h is  p r e f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  f u r th e r  s u s ta in e d  b y  r e f le c t io n  o n  th e  c o u n t e r 

i n tu i t iv e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e  o p p o s in g  v iew .^^  I f  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l i f e  w e re  

a d d i t iv e ,  th e n  a  l i fe  c o u ld  b e  f o r e v e r  s p o ile d  o r  s a v e d  b y  its  in i t i a l  

s e g m e n t . E v e r y  y e a r  o f  w e ll-b e in g  w o u ld  r a i s e  th e  m in im u m  v a lu e  to  

w h ic h  o n e ’s l i f e  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  fa l l ;  e v e ry  y e a r  o f  s u f f e r in g  w o u ld  lo w e r  

th e  m a x im u m  v a lu e  to  w h ic h  o n e ’s l i f e  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  r is e . A n  u n f o r t u 

n a te  c h i ld h o o d  w o u ld  th e r e f o r e  m a k e  f o r  a  b a d  s ta r t  in  l i fe , n o t  o n ly  b y  

le a v in g  o n e  e m o t io n a l ly  o r  p h y s ic a l ly  i l l- e q u ip p e d  f o r  f u tu r e  c h a l le n g e s ,  

b u t  a l s o  b y  p e r m a n e n t ly  lo w e r in g  th e  le v e l o f  l i f e t im e  w e ll -b e in g  t o  w h ic h  

o n e  c o u ld  r e a s o n a b ly  a s p ir e .  C o n v e r s e ly ,  a  f o r tu n a t e  c h i ld h o o d  w o u ld  

p r o v id e  n o t  o n ly  th e  p e r s o n a l  r e s o u rc e s  w i th  w h ic h  to  s u c c e e d  in  th e  

f u tu r e  b u t  a l s o  so  m u c h  l i f e t im e  w e ll-b e in g  in  th e  b a n k ,  s o  to  s p e a k ,  

in s u r in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  a g a in s t  s u b s e q u e n t  r e v e rs e s .  B u t  s u r e ly ,  

w e  d o  n o t  th in k ,  a f te r  r e a d in g  th e  f i r s t  fe w  c h a p te r s  o f  a  b io g r a p h y ,  t h a t  

th e y  h a v e  p la c e d  l im it s  o n  h o w  w e ll o r  h o w  b a d l y  th e  s u b je c t ’s l i f e  m ig h t  

p o s s ib ly  tu r n  o u t .  W e  d o n ’t  th in k ,  “ H e ’s a l r e a d y  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  to  th e  

g o o d , ”  o r  “ . . . f i f t e e n  y e a r s  in  th e  h o l e , ”  a s  i f  r e g is te r in g  c r e d i t s  o r  

d e b i t s  t h a t  w ill n e c e s s a r ily  b e  r e f le c te d  in  th e  s u b je c t ’s f in a l  a c c o u n ts .  Y e t 

w e  d o  th i n k  t h a t  w e  k n o w  h o w  w e ll th e  p e r s o n  f a r e d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  h is  li fe .

M y  r e m a r k s  th u s  f a r  m a y  d i f f e r  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  f r o m ,  a n d  a d d  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  

to ,  w h a t  M ic h a e l  S lo te  h a s  s a id  in  h is  e s s a y  “ G o o d s  a n d  L i v e s .” T h e r e  

S lo te  o f f e r s  a n  e x a m p le  c lo s e ly  r e s e m b lin g  th e  c a s e s  I  h a v e  d is c u s s e d :

A  g iv e n  m a n  m a y  a c h ie v e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  a n d ,  o n c e  in  p o w e r ,  d o  th in g s  o f  g r e a t  v a lu e ,  

a f t e r  h a v in g  b e e n  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  w ild e rn e s s  th r o u g h o u t  h is  e a r l ie r  c a re e r .  H e  m a y  la te r  d ie  

w h ile  s ti l l  “ in  h a r n e s s ” a n d  f u l ly  p o s s e s s e d  o f  h is  p o w e r s , a t  a  d e c e n t  o ld  a g e . B y  c o n t r a s t ,  

a n o t h e r  m a n  m a y  h a v e  a  m e te o r ic  su c c e s s  in  y o u th ,  a t t a i n in g  th e  s a m e  o f f ic e  a s  th e  f i r s t  

m a n  a n d  a l s o  a c h ie v in g  m u c h  g o o d ;  b u t  th e n  lo s e  p o w e r ,  w h ile  s ti l l  y o u n g ,  n e v e r  to  re g a in  

i t .  W i t h o u t  h e a r in g  a n y th in g  m o r e ,  I th in k  o u r  n a tu r a l ,  im m e d ia te  r e a c t io n  to  th e s e  

e x a m p le s  w o u ld  b e  th a t  th e  f i r s t  m a n  w a s  th e  m o r e  f o r t u n a te  . . . .

S lo te  g o e s  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e a c t io n  to  s u c h  a  c a s e  “ s e e m s  to  

s u g g e s t  a  t im e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  g o o d s  t h a t  c o m e  la te  in  l i f e . ”

W h e th e r  S lo te  is  d e s c r ib in g  th e  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  I  h a v e  in  m in d  

d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  th i s  l a s t  r e m a r k  is to  b e  in t e r p r e t e d .  O n  th e  o n e  h a n d ,  a  

p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  g o o d s  t h a t  c o m e  la te  in  l i fe  m a y  r e f le c t  th e  v ie w  t h a t  o n e  

a n d  th e  s a m e  c o m m o d i ty ,  a s  m e a s u r e d  in  p u r e ly  d e s c r ip t iv e  te r m s ,  o f te n  

a d d s  m o r e  to  o n e ’s w e ll-b e in g  i f  i t  is r e c e iv e d  la te r .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

th e  p r e f e r e n c e  in  q u e s t io n  is p e r f e c t ly  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  th e  v ie w  t h a t  a  

l i f e ’s v a lu e  is th e  s u m  o f  th e  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  e n jo y e d  th e r e in .  F o r
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e v e n  i f  a  p a r t i c u la r  q u a n t i t y  o f  p le a s u r e  o r  m o n e y  o r  f a m e  g iv e s  a  g r e a te r  

b o o s t  to  o n e ’s m o m e n ta r y  w e l fa re  i f  i t  is r e c e iv e d  la te r  in  l i fe ,  w h a t  

th e  c o m m o d i t y  a d d s  to  o n e ’s to t a l  m o m e n ta r y  w e lf a r e ,  w h e n e v e r  i t  is 

r e c e iv e d ,  m a y  s ti l l  e x h a u s t  i ts  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  

o v e ra l l .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  th e  g o o d s  a m o n g  w h ic h  S lo te ’s t e m p o r a l  

p r e f e r e n c e  d i s c r im in a te s  m ig h t  b e  e q u i l ib r a t e d  a s  g o o d s  r a th e r  t h a n  a s  

c o m m o d i t ie s — t h a t  is , in  t e rm s  o f  th e i r  im p a c t  o n  o n e ’s w e l fa re  a t  th e  

t im e  o f  th e i r  r e c e ip t .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  r e f le c ts  th e  v ie w  I a m  

d e f e n d i n g ,  t h a t  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  in c r e m e n t  in  o n e ’s m o m e n ta r y  w e ll 

b e in g  m a y  h a v e  g r e a te r  o r  le s s e r  e f f e c t  o n  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe ,  

d e p e n d in g  o n  w h e n  a n d  h o w  i t  o c c u r s .  A l th o u g h  S lo te  s o m e t im e s  a p p e a r s  

to  f a v o r  th e  f o r m e r  v iew ,^^  o n ly  th e  la t t e r  w o u ld  p la c e  h im  in  d i s a g r e e 

m e n t  w i th  S id g w ic k ’s p r in c ip le  t h a t  “ a  s m a l le r  p r e s e n t  g o o d  is  n o t  to  b e  

p r e f e r r e d  to  a  g r e a t e r  f u tu r e  g o o d ” "̂̂ — a  p r in c ip le  w i th  w h ic h  S lo te  

c la im s  to  d i s a g r e e .  I s h a l l  th e r e f o r e  in t e r p r e t  S lo t e ’s “ p u r e  t im e  p r e f e r 

e n c e ” a s  im p ly in g  t h a t  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  is n o t  e q u iv a le n t  to  a  s u m  o f  m o m e n 

t a r y  w e ll-b e in g .

I h o p e  to  b u i ld  o n  S lo te ’s o b s e r v a t io n s  in  tw o  w a y s . F i r s t ,  I w o u ld  l ik e  

to  s u g g e s t  a  d e e p e r  e x p la n a t io n  t h a n  S lo te ’s f o r  th e  p r e f e r e n c e s  c i t e d  in  

h is  a r t i c le .  W h i le  I a g r e e  w ith  S lo te  t h a t  tw o  b e n e f i t s  o f  e q u a l  m o m e n ta r y  

v a lu e  m a y  c o n t r ib u t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  to  th e  w e l fa re  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe ,  I 

d o u b t  w h e th e r  th e y  c a n  d o  s o  m e re ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  t im in g .  T h e y  c a n  

d o  s o ,  I th in k ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  c a n  b e lo n g  to  d i f f e r e n t  l i fe  s to r ie s ,  w h ic h  

c o in c id e n ta lly  p la c e  th e m  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s .

S e c o n d ,  I h o p e  to  d r a w  o u t  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th i s  p h e n o m e n o n  f o r  

v a r io u s  is s u e s  in  m o r a l  p s y c h o lo g y  a n d  m o r a l  p h i lo s o p h y .  A m o n g  th e  

is s u e s  I s h a l l  d is c u s s  a r e  th e  e v il o f  d e a t h ,  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p r u d e n c e ,  a n d  th e  

v a lu e  o f  d e s i r e - s a t i s f a c t io n .

C o n s id e r  th e  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  S lo te  h o p e s  to  i l lu s t r a te  w ith  th e  

c a s e  c i te d  a b o v e :

W h e n  a  p e r s o n a l  b e n e f i t  o r  g o o d  o c c u r s , m a y  m a k e  a  d i f fe r e n c e  to  h o w  f o r t u n a te  s o m e o n e  

is ( h a s  b e e n ) , q u i te  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  th e  e f f e c ts  o f  s u c h  t im in g  in  p r o d u c in g  o th e r  g o o d  

th in g s  a n d  o f  th e  g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  w e  a t ta c h  to  th e  d is t in c t iv e  g o a ls  a n d  in te r e s ts  o f  

c e r ta in  li f e  p e r io d s .  A n d  I b e l ie v e ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  th a t  w h a t  h a p p e n s  la te  in  l i f e  is n a t u r a l ly  

a n d  a u to m a t ic a l ly  in v e s te d  w ith  g r e a te r  s ig n i f ic a n c e  a n d  w e ig h t  in  d e te r m in in g  th e  g o o d n e s s  

o f  liv e s .

W h ile  I a g r e e  w i th  S lo t e ’s e v a lu a t iv e  in t u i t i o n s  a b o u t  th e  c a s e ,  I d o  n o t  

a g r e e  w i th  th i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e m .  T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  la t e r  b e n e f i t s  a r e  

t h o u g h t  to  h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  im p a c t  o n  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i f e  is  n o t  t h a t  

g r e a te r  w e ig h t  is a t t a c h e d  to  w h a t  c o m e s  la te r .  R a th e r ,  i t  is t h a t  l a te r
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e v e n ts  a r e  th o u g h t  to  a l t e r  th e  m e a n in g  o f  e a r l ie r  e v e n ts ,  th e r e b y  a l te r in g  

th e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe .

S u p p o s e  t h a t  w e  d r e w  o n e  o f  S lo te ’s p o l i t i c ia n s  b e h in d  a  v e il o f  

ig n o r a n c e  a b o u t  h is  l i f e  a n d  p u t  to  h im  th e  fo l lo w in g  p r o p o s i t i o n .  H e  is 

to  h a v e  te n  y e a r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s , b u t  h e  c a n  c h o o s e  w h e th e r  h is  

f o r tu n a t e  d e c a d e  is to  o c c u r  in  h is  f if t ie s  o r  h is  th i r t i e s .  H o w  s t r o n g  

a  p r e f e r e n c e  w o u ld  h e  h a v e  b e tw e e n  th e  a l te r n a t iv e s  th u s  d e s c r ib e d ?  

I s u s p e c t  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  b e  in d if f e r e n t.^ ^  I f  h e  h a d  a n y  p re f e r e n c e  a t  a l l ,  i t  

w o u ld  b e  n e i th e r  a s  s t r o n g  n o r  a s  s ta b le  a s  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  

i f  w e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  c a r e e r s  m o r e  f u l ly ,  a s  th e y  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  in  

S lo te ’s e x a m p le .  M e r e ly  p o s tp o n in g  a  f ix e d  a m o u n t  o f  w e ll -b e in g  u n t i l  

l a te r  in  l i fe  w o u ld n ’t  s t r ik e  h im  a s  a n  o b v io u s  m e a n s  o f  m a k in g  i t  m o r e  

v a lu a b le ;  in d e e d ,  h e  m ig h t  r e a s o n a b ly  r e g a r d  w e ll -b e in g  a s  m o r e  v a lu a b le  

i f  e n jo y e d  in  y o u t h .  S u re ly ,  th e n ,  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  e l ic i t e d  b y  S lo te ’s 

e x a m p le  m u s t  d e p e n d  o n  s o m e th in g  o th e r  t h a n  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  m e re  

t im in g .

I n  o r d e r  to  r e p r o d u c e  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  e l ic i t e d  b y  S lo t e ’s e x a m p le ,  w e  

w o u ld  h a v e  to  te ll  th e  a s p i r in g  p o l i t i c ia n  t h a t  th e  l a te r  s u c c e s s e s  b e in g  

o f f e r e d  to  h im  w o u ld  b e  th e  c u lm in a t i o n  o f  a  s lo w  a s c e n t ,  w h e r e a s  th e  

e a r l i e r  su c c e s s e s  w o u ld  b e  th e  p r e lu d e  to  a  s u d d e n  d e c l in e .  T h a t  is , w e  

w o u ld  h a v e  to  te ll  h im ,  n o t  o n ly  a b o u t  th e  t im in g  o f  th e  r e w a r d s  in  

q u e s t io n ,  b u t  a l s o  a b o u t  th e i r  p la c e  in  a  l a r g e r  t r e n d .  H e  w o u ld n ’t  c a re  

w h e th e r  a  p a r t i c u la r  b u n d le  o f  g o o d s  w a s  to  b e  e n c o u n te r e d  e a r ly  o r  l a te  

in  th e  g a m e ; w h a t  h e  w o u ld  c a re  a b o u t  is w h e th e r  th e y  w e re  to  b e  e n 

c o u n t e r e d  a t  th e  to p  o f  a  c h u te  o r  th e  to p  o f  a  l a d d e r .

W h y  w o u ld  a  p e r s o n  c a r e  a b o u t  th e  p la c e m e n t  o f  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s  o n  

th e  c u rv e  t h a t  m a p s  h is  c h a n g in g  w e l fa r e ?  T h e  a n s w e r ,  I b e l ie v e ,  is t h a t  

a n  e v e n t ’s p la c e  in  th e  s to r y  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  l e n d s  i t  a  m e a n in g  t h a t  i s n ’t  

e n t i r e ly  d e te r m in e d  b y  i ts  im p a c t  o n  o n e ’s w e ll-b e in g  a t  th e  t im e .  A  

p a r t i c u la r  e le c to r a l  v ic to r y ,  p r o v id in g  a  p a r t i c u la r  b o o s t  to  o n e ’s c u r r e n t  

w e lf a r e ,  c a n  m e a n  e i th e r  t h a t  o n e ’s e a r ly  f r u s t r a t i o n s  w e re  f in a l ly  o v e r  o r  

t h a t  o n e ’s s u b s e q u e n t  f a i lu r e s  w e re  n o t  y e t  f o r e s h a d o w e d ,  t h a t  o n e  

e n jo y e d  e i th e r  f le e tin g  g o o d  lu c k  o r  la s t in g  s u c c e s s — a ll  d e p e n d in g  o n  its  

p la c e m e n t  in  th e  t r e n d  o f  o n e ’s w e ll -b e in g .  A n d  th e  e v e n t ’s m e a n in g  is 

w h a t  d e te r m in e s  i ts  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s life.^®

T h e  m e a n in g  a t t a c h e d  to  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  is d e t e r 

m in e d  o n ly  in  p a r t  b y  i ts  p la c e  in  th e  o v e r a l l  t r e n d .  T h e  m e a n in g  o f  a  

b e n e f i t  d e p e n d s  n o t  o n ly  o n  w h e th e r  i t  f o l lo w s  o r  p r e c e d e s  h a r d s h ip s  b u t  

a l s o  o n  th e  s p e c if ic  n a r r a t iv e  r e l a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  g o o d s  a n d  e v ils  

in v o lv e d . S lo te ’s p o l i t i c ia n  w o u ld  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  a n  im p r o v e m e n t  in  

h is  w e ll-b e in g  w h e th e r  h is  y e a r s  o f  to i l  w e re  c a p p e d  b y  e le c to r a l  v ic to r y  

o r  m e re ly  c u t  s h o r t  b y  h is  w in n in g  th e  lo t t e r y  a n d  r e t i r in g  y o u n g . B u t  th e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e s e  a l t e r n a t iv e  b e n e f i t s  to  th e  o v e r a l l  v a lu e  o f  h is  l i f e  

w o u ld n ’t  b e  d e te r m in e d  e n t ir e ly  b y  h o w  w e l l - o f f  e a c h  w o u ld  m a k e  h im
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f r o m  o n e  m o m e n t  to  th e  n e x t .  T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  h is  l i f e ’s v a lu e  

w o u ld  a l s o  b e  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  f o r m e r  w o u ld  b e  a  w e ll-  

e a r n e d  r e w a r d ,  a n d  w o u ld  p r o v e  h is  s t r u g g le s  to  h a v e  b e e n  a  g o o d  

in v e s tm e n t ,  w h e r e a s  th e  l a t t e r  w o u ld  b e  a  w in d fa l l  in  r e la t io n  to  w h ic h  

h is  s t r u g g le s  w e re  s u p e r f lu o u s .  T h u s  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  w o u ld  e f f e c t  e q u a l  

im p r o v e m e n ts  in  h is  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  m ig h t  c o n t r ib u t e  d i f f e r e n t ly  

to  th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  l i fe ,  b y  v i r tu e  o f  l e n d in g  a n d  b o r r o w in g  d i f f e r e n t  

m e a n in g s  in  e x c h a n g e  w i th  p r e c e d in g  e v e n ts .

T h e  m o s t  f a m i l ia r  i l lu s t r a t i o n  o f  th i s  p r in c ip le  is th e  c o m m o n ly  h e ld  

b e l ie f  in  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  d r a w in g  le s s o n s  f r o m  o n e ’s m is f o r tu n e s .  I f  a  

l i f e ’s v a lu e  w e re  a  s u m  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g ,  l e a r n in g  f r o m  a  m is 

f o r tu n e  w o u ld  b e  n o  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  th a n  le a r n in g  f r o m  o th e r  s o u r c e s ,  

s in c e  e v e ry  le s s o n  le a r n e d  w o u ld  a d d  s o  m u c h  v a lu e  a n d  n o  m o r e  to  th e  

s u m  o f  o n e ’s w e ll -b e in g .  O n  b e in g  in v i te d  to  l e a r n  f r o m  a  p e r s o n a l  

t r a g e d y ,  o n e  w o u ld  th e r e f o r e  b e  e n t i t l e d  to  r e p ly ,  “ N o , I th in k  I ’ll r e a d  a  

b o o k  i n s t e a d . ” E d i f ic a t io n  w o u ld  o f f s e t  th e  lo s s e s  in c u r r e d  in  th e  

t r a g e d y ,  b u t  i ts  h a v in g  b e e n  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  t r a g e d y  w o u ld n ’t  r e n d e r  

e d i f i c a t io n  m o r e  v a lu a b le ,  e i th e r  in t r in s ic a l ly  o r  e x t r in s ic a l ly .  A n y  le s s o n  

o f  e q u a l  v a lu e  w o u ld  o f f s e t  o n e ’s lo s s e s  equally .^®

T h e  p o in t  o f  l e a r n in g  f r o m  a  m is f o r tu n e ,  s u r e ly ,  is to  p r e v e n t  th e  

m i s f o r t u n e  f r o m  b e in g  a  to t a l  lo s s .  L e a r n in g  f r o m  th e  m i s f o r t u n e  c o n f e r s  

s o m e  v a lu e  o n  i t ,  b y  m a k in g  i t  th e  m e a n s  to  o n e ’s e d i f ic a t io n .  B u t  h o w  

c o u ld  th i s  b e  th e  p o in t?  T h e  in s t r u m e n ta l  v a lu e  o f  a  m e a n s  is n o t  to  b e  

c o u n t e d  a s  a d d i t io n a l  to  th e  in t r in s ic  v a lu e  o f  th e  e n d .  ( O th e r w is e ,  w e  

w o u ld  b e  o b lig e d  to  p u r s u e  o u r  e n d s  a s  c i rc u i to u s ly  a s  p o s s ib le ,  s o  a s  to  

a c c u m u la te  th e  m o s t  in s t r u m e n ta l  v a lu e  a lo n g  th e  w a y .)  S in c e  th e  v a lu e  

o f  a  m e a n s  is  n o t  a d d i t io n a l  to  t h a t  o f  th e  e n d ,  tu r n in g  a  m i s f o r t u n e  in t o  

a  m e a n s  o f  l e a r n in g  a  l e s s o n  d o e s n ’t  p r o d u c e  a n y  m o r e  v a lu e  t h a n  t h a t  

in h e r e n t  in  th e  le s s o n  i t s e l f ,  a  v a lu e  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  g r e a te r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  

a n y  a l te r n a t iv e  le s s o n  o n e  m ig h t  h a v e  le a r n e d .  S o  h o w  c a n  th e  p o in t  o f  

l e a r n in g  f r o m  a  m is f o r t u n e ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  b e  to  c o n f e r  in s t r u m e n ta l  

v a lu e  o n  i t?

T h e  a n s w e r ,  I b e l ie v e ,  is t h a t  c o n f e r r i n g  in s t r u m e n ta l  v a lu e  o n  a  m is 

f o r tu n e  a l te r s  i ts  m e a n in g ,  i ts  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th e  s to r y  o f  o n e ’s l i fe .  T h e  

m i s f o r t u n e  s ti l l  d e t r a c t e d  f r o m  o n e ’s w e ll -b e in g  a t  th e  t im e ,  b u t  i t  n o  

lo n g e r  m a rs  o n e ’s l i fe  s to r y  a s  i t  f o r m e r ly  d id .  A  l i fe  in  w h ic h  o n e  s u f fe r s  

a  m i s f o r t u n e  a n d  th e n  le a r n s  f r o m  i t  m a y  f in d  o n e  e q u a l ly  w e l l -o f f ,  a t  

e a c h  m o m e n t ,  a s  a  l i f e  in  w h ic h  o n e  s u f f e r s  a  m is f o r t u n e  a n d  th e n  r e a d s  

th e  e n c y c lo p e d ia .  B u t  th e  c o s ts  o f  th e  m is f o r tu n e  a r e  m e re ly  o f f s e t  w h e n  

th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  l a t t e r  l i fe  is c o m p u t e d ;  w h e r e a s  th e y  a r e  s o m e h o w  c a n 

c e l le d  e n t i r e ly  f r o m  th e  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  f o r m e r .  O r  r a th e r ,  n e i th e r  m is 

f o r tu n e  a f f e c t s  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  j u s t  b y  a d d i n g  c o s ts  a n d  b e n e f i t s  to  

a  c u m u la t iv e  a c c o u n t .  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  e i th e r  m is f o r t u n e  o n  o n e ’s l i fe  is
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p r o p o r t i o n a t e ,  n o t  to  i ts  im p a c t  o n  o n e ’s c o n t in u in g  w e lf a r e ,  b u t  to  i ts  

im p o r t  f o r  th e  s to r y .  A n  e d i fy in g  m i s f o r tu n e  is n o t  j u s t  o f f s e t  b u t  

r e d e e m e d ,  b y  b e in g  g iv e n  a  m e a n in g f u l  p la c e  in  o n e ’s p r o g r e s s  th r o u g h  

life .2 i

T h e  s a m e  p o in t  c a n  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i th  o th e r  e x a m p le s .  I n  o n e  l i f e  y o u r  

f i r s t  t e n  y e a r s  o f  m a r r i a g e  a r e  t r o u b l e d  a n d  e n d  in  d iv o r c e ,  b u t  y o u  

im m e d ia te ly  r e m a r r y  h a p p i ly ;  in  a n o t h e r  l i f e  th e  t r o u b l e d  y e a r s  o f  y o u r  

f i r s t  m a r r ia g e  le a d  to  e v e n tu a l  h a p p in e s s  a s  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  m a tu r e s .  

B o th  liv e s  c o n t a i n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  m a r i ta l  s t r i f e  f o l lo w e d  b y  c o n te n tm e n t ;  

b u t  le t  u s  s u p p o s e  t h a t  in  th e  f o r m e r ,  y o u  r e g a r d  y o u r  f i r s t  t e n  y e a r s  o f  

m a r r ia g e  a s  a  d e a d  lo s s ,  w h e r e a s  in  th e  l a t t e r  y o u  r e g a r d  th e m  a s  th e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  y o u r  h a p p i n e s s . T h e  b a d  t im e s  a r e  j u s t  a s  b a d  in  b o th  

l iv e s , b u t  in  o n e  th e y  a r e  c a s t  o f f  a n d  in  th e  o th e r  th e y  a r e  r e d e e m e d .  

S u r e ly ,  th e s e  tw o  d e c a d e s  c a n  a f f e c t  th e  v a lu e  o f  y o u r  l i f e  d i f f e r e n t ly ,  

e v e n  i f  y o u  a r e  e q u a l ly  w e ll o f f  a t  e a c h  m o m e n t  o f  th e i r  d u r a t i o n .  F r o m  

th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  y o u r  s e c o n d  m a r r ia g e ,  y o u  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  th i n k  t h a t  

y o u r  l i fe  w o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  b e t te r  i f  y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  y o u r  f i r s t  

m a r r ia g e  w o r k  o u t ;  a n d  y o u  m a y  r e a s o n a b ly  th i n k  s o  w i t h o u t  th i n k in g  

t h a t  th e  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e ,  i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e t te r  f r o m  d a y  to  

d a y  t h a n  th e  s e c o n d . Y o u  c a n  s im p ly  th in k  t h a t  a  d e a d - e n d  r e l a t io n s h ip  

b lo t s  th e  s to r y  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  in  a  w a y  t h a t  m a r i ta l  p r o b le m s  d o n ’t  i f  th e y  

le a d  to  e v e n tu a l  h a p p in e s s .

O f  c o u r s e ,  y o u r  d e s ir e  f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e  is f u l f i l l e d  in  th e  

l a t t e r  l i fe ,  w h e r e a s  in  th e  f o r m e r  i t  is g iv e n  u p  a n d  r e p la c e d  b y  th e  d e s ir e  

f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s e c o n d  m a r r ia g e .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  th e n ,  th e  f o r m e r  l i fe  d i f f e r s  

f r o m  th e  la t t e r  b y  v i r tu e  o f  c o n t a in in g  m o r e  u n f u l f i l l e d  d e s ir e s .  D o e s n ’t  

th i s  d i f f e r e n c e  in  d e s ir e  f u l f i l lm e n t  e x p la in  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  p e r c e iv e d  

v a lu e  b e tw e e n  th e s e  liv e s?

I d o u b t  w h e th e r  a  d if f e r e n c e  in  d e s ir e  f u l f i l lm e n t  c a n  d o  th i s  e x p la n a 

t o r y  j o b .  S u p p o s e , f o r  e x a m p le ,  t h a t  in  b o th  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  s to r y  y o u r  

e a r ly  d e s ir e  to  a c h ie v e  h a p p in e s s  w ith  y o u r  f i r s t  m a te  w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  

b y  a n  e q u a l ly  s t r o n g ,  c o m p e t in g  d e s ir e  to  s ta r t  a f r e s h  w ith  s o m e o n e  e lse . 

T h e  o n ly  d if f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e s e  d e s ir e s , le t  u s  s a y ,  w a s  t h a t  d u r in g  

y o u r  t e n  y e a r s  o f  t r y in g  to  f u l f i l l  th e  f o r m e r ,  th e  l a t t e r  r e m a in e d  a n  id le  

y e a r n in g  o n  w h ic h  y o u  n e v e r  a c te d .  N o w  th e  tw o  e n d in g s  o f  y o u r  s to r y  

n o  lo n g e r  d i f f e r  in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  y o u r  y o u th f u l  d e s ire s :  

e a c h  e n d in g  fu lf i l ls  o n e  a n d  f r u s t r a t e s  o n e  o f  th e  d e s ire s  t h a t  y o u  

h a r b o r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  y o u r  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e .  D o  th e y  c o n s e q u e n t ly  r e s u l t  in  

e q u a l ly  v a lu a b le  liv e s?  I a m  in c l in e d  to  s a y  n o t .  F o r  I a m  s ti l l  in c l in e d  to  

p r e f e r  th e  e n d in g  in  w h ic h  y o u r  in i t i a l  e f f o r t s  a r e  r e d e e m e d  o v e r  th e  

e n d in g  in  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  a b a n d o n e d .  F u lf i l l in g  a  d e s ir e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  

w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  s t r u g g le d  m a y  b e  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  t h a n  f u l f i l l in g  a  d e s ir e  

in  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  n o  in v e s tm e n t .  H e n c e  d e s ir e  f u l f i l lm e n t  p e r s e  is
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n o t  w h a t ’s v a lu a b le ;  w h a t ’s v a lu a b le  is l iv in g  o u t  a  s to r y  o f  e f f o r t s  

r e w a r d e d  r a th e r  t h a n  e f f o r t s  w a s te d .

I n s o f a r  a s  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  o n e ’s p a s t  d e s ire s  is v a lu a b le ,  I a m  

in c l in e d  to  s a y ,  i ts  v a lu e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h a t  o f  l i fe  s to r ie s  in  w h ic h  d e s ire s  

a r e  e v e n tu a l ly  f u lf i l l e d .  F o r  I c a n n o t  se e  h o w  a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  f u l f i l l 

m e n t  o f  p a s t  d e s ire s  c a n  y ie ld  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  in  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g .  

L e t  u s  c a n c e l  th e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  y o u  a lw a y s  w a n te d  to  c h a n g e  m a te s , 

a n d  r e tu r n  to  th e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  y o u r  s to r y ,  in  e i th e r  

v e r s io n ,  in c lu d e s  o n ly  a  d e s ir e  to  m a k e  a  g o  o f  y o u r  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e — a  

d e s ir e  t h a t ’s f u lf i l l e d  in  o n e  v e r s io n  b u t  a b a n d o n e d  in  th e  o th e r .  T h e  

q u e s t io n  r e m a in s  w h e n  y o u  a r e  r e n d e r e d  w o r s e  o f f ,  in  th e  v e r s io n  t h a t  

in v o lv e s  a  s e c o n d  m a r r ia g e ,  b y  th e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  y o u r  h o p e s  f o r  th e  

f i r s t .  O n c e  y o u  a b a n d o n  th o s e  h o p e s ,  y o u  a c q u i r e  n e w  o n e s —- f o r  su c c e s s  

in  th e  s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e — a n d  th e s e  a r e  r ic h ly  f u lf i l l e d .  Y o u  a r e  th e r e f o r e  

j u s t  a s  w e ll o f f  in  y o u r  s e c o n d  m a r r ia g e ,  f r o m  d a y  to  d a y ,  a s  y o u  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  in  y o u r  f i r s t ,  h a d  i t  f lo u r i s h e d .  T o  b e  s u r e ,  y o u  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  

a c h ie v in g  w h a t  y o u r  f o r m e r  s e lf  w a n te d  y o u  to  a c h ie v e — n a m e ly ,  su c c e s s  

in  th e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e — b u t  th i s  f a i lu r e  c a n  h a r d ly  m a k e  y o u r  f o r m e r  s e l f  

w o r s e  o f f  r e t ro a c t iv e ly .  T h e  d a i ly  w e ll -b e in g  o f  y o u r  f o r m e r  s e l f  is a  

f e a tu r e  o f  th e  p a s t ,  b e y o n d  a l te r a t io n .  F a i l u r e  to  f u l f i l l  y o u r  p r e v io u s  

d e s ire s  th u s  im p in g e s  o n  y o u r  in te r e s t s  w i t h o u t  a f f e c t in g  y o u r  w e l fa re  a t  

a n y  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t .

O d d ly  e n o u g h ,  s e v e r a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  h a v e  a f f i r m e d  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  

r e t r o a c t i v e  e f f e c t s  o n  w e ll -b e in g — o f te n  in  o r d e r  to  e x p la in  w h e n  a  p e r s o n  

s u f f e r s  th e  e v il o f  d e a t h . A c c o r d i n g  to  th e s e  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  a  p e r s o n ’s 

d e a t h  c a n  m a k e  h im  w o r s e  o f f  d u r in g  th e  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  p o r t i o n  

o f  h is  l i fe ,  b y  p r e v e n t in g  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  th e  d e s ire s  h e  h a s  d u r in g  t h a t  

p e r io d .

T h e s e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  a r g u e  t h a t  o u r  r e s is ta n c e  to  th e  id e a  o f  b e in g  

c u r r e n t ly  h a r m e d  b y  f u tu r e  e v e n ts  is b a s e d  o n  th e  f a ls e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  

o n e  c a n n o t  b e  h a r m e d  b y  th in g s  t h a t  d o n ’t  a f f e c t  o n e ’s c o n s c io u s  e x p e r i 

e n c e s . B u t a c k n o w le d g in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  u n e x p e r ie n c e d  h a r m s  s h o u ld  

n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  l e a d  u s  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  p r e s e n t  h a r m s  

d u e  to  f u tu r e  e v e n ts .  F o r  e v e n  i f  a  p e r s o n ’s c u r r e n t  w e l fa re  is n o t  d e t e r 

m in e d  e n t ir e ly  b y  f a c t s  w i th in  h is  e x p e r ie n c e ,  i t  m a y  s ti l l  b e  d e te r m in e d  

e n t i r e ly  b y  f a c t s  w i th in  th e  p r e s e n t .

T h is  r e s t r i c t io n  o n  th e  d e t e r m in a n ts  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  c a n n o t  

b e  in f e r r e d  d ir e c t ly  f r o m  th e  im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  b a c k w a r d  c a u s a t io n .  F u tu r e  

e v e n ts  c o u ld  a f f e c t  o n e ’s p r e s e n t  w e ll -b e in g  i f  p r e s e n t  w e ll -b e in g  w e re  a  

r e l a t io n  b e tw e e n  o n e ’s p r e s e n t  d e s ire s  a n d  th e  s ta te s  o f  a f f a i r s  t h a t  

f u lf i l l e d  o r  f a i l e d  to  f u lf i l l  th e m .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  r e t r o a c t iv e ly  h a r m in g  

s o m e o n e  w o u ld  n o  m o r e  r e q u i r e  r e t r o g r a d e  c a u s a t i o n  t h a n  r e t ro a c t iv e ly  

“ m a k in g  a  l i a r ”  o f  h im .  B u t  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  is o r d in a r i ly  c o n 

c e iv e d  a s  a  t e m p o r a l l y  lo c a l  m a t t e r ,  d e te r m in e d  b y  a  p e r s o n ’s c u r r e n t  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  w h e th e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r  u n e x p e r ie n c e d .  W e  th i n k  o f  a
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p e r s o n ’s c u r r e n t  w e ll -b e in g  a s  a  f a c t  in t r in s ic  to  th e  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  a s  a  

r e la t io n  t h a t  h e  c u r r e n t ly  b e a r s  to  h is  f u t u r e .  W e  d o n ’t  s a y , o f  a  p e r s o n  

w h o  d ie s  in  h a r n e s s ,  t h a t  h e  f a r e d  p r o g re s s iv e ly  w o r s e  to w a r d  th e  e n d ,  

s im p ly  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a c q u i r in g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a m b i t io n s  t h a t  w o u ld  g o  

u n f u l f i l l e d .  N o r  d o  w e  s a y ,  o f  a  p e r s o n  r a i s e d  in  a d v e r s i ty ,  t h a t  h is  y o u t h  

w a s n ’t  s o  b a d ,  a f te r  a l l ,  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  h is  y o u th f u l  h o p e s  w e re  e v e n 

tu a l ly  f u lf i l l e d  la te r  in  life .^^  W e  m ig h t  s a y  t h a t  s u c h  a  p e r s o n ’s 

a d u l th o o d  c o m p e n s a te d  f o r  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  y o u th ;  b u t  w e  w o u ld n ’t  s a y  

t h a t  i t  m a d e  h is  y o u th  a n y  b e t t e r .  B e c a u s e  th e  b e l ie f  in  r e t r o a c t iv e  

w e lf a r e  e f f e c t s  w o u ld  e n ta i l  s u c h  ju d g m e n ts ,  i t  s tr ik e s  m e  a s  h ig h ly  

c o u n te r in tu i t iv e .

T h u s ,  th e  r e a s o n  w h y  i t  is g e n e r a l ly  in  y o u r  in te re s ts  to  p r o m o t e  th e  

f u lf i l lm e n t  o f  y o u r  c u r r e n t  d e s ire s  f o r  th e  f u tu r e  c a n n o t  b e  t h a t  th e i r  

f u tu r e  f u l f i l lm e n t  w ill m a k e  y o u  b e t te r  o f f  n o w .  N o r  c a n  i t  b e  t h a t  th e i r  

f u tu r e  f u l f i l lm e n t  w ill m a k e  y o u  b e t te r  o f f  th e n — t h a t  is , b e t te r  o f f  t h a n  

y o u  w o u ld  b e  i f  y o u  r e p la c e d  th e m  w ith  d i f f e r e n t  d e s ire s  t h a t  g o t  f u l 

f il led .^ ^  T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  i t  is  in  y o u r  in te re s ts  to  p r o m o t e  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  

o f  y o u r  c u r r e n t  d e s ire s  f o r  th e  f u tu r e  is  r a th e r  t h a t  a  l i fe  s to r y  o f  

a m b i t io n s  c o n c e iv e d ,  p u r s u e d ,  a n d  f u lf i l l e d  m a y  b e  a  b e t te r  l i fe  s to r y  

t h a n  o n e  o f  a m b i t io n s  c o n c e iv e d ,  d i s c a r d e d ,  a n d  r e p la c e d .  A n d  th e  o n e  

l i f e  is b e t t e r  th a n  th e  o th e r  e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  m a y  in c lu d e  e q u a l  a m o u n ts  

o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g .

M y  v ie w  o f  l i f e t im e  w e ll-b e in g  p r o v id e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  e x p l a n a t i o n  f r o m  

S lo te ’s f o r  th e  d i s c r e p a n c y  in  o u r  a t t i t u d e s  to w a r d  e a r ly  a n d  la te  s ta g e s  in  

l i fe .  M y  e x p l a n a t i o n  b e g in s  w ith  th e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  e v e n ts  in  a  p e r s o n ’s 

l i f e  c a n  b o r r o w  s ig n i f ic a n c e  f r o m  b o th  p r e c e d in g  a n d  s u c c e e d in g  e v e n ts .  

A  p a r t i c u la r  su c c e s s  c a n  b e  e i th e r  a  w in d f a l l  o r  a  w e l l -e a r n e d  r e w a r d ,  

d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  a m o u n t  o f  e f f o r t  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  i t ;  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e  o f  a  

p a r t i c u la r  e f f o r t  c a n  b e  e i th e r  a  g o o d  in v e s tm e n t  o r  a  w a s te ,  d e p e n d in g  

o n  th e  d e g r e e  o f  s u c c e s s  t h a t  e n s u e s .  R e t r o s p e c t iv e  s ig n if ic a n c e — t h a t  

w h ic h  is g a in e d  f r o m  s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n ts — is o f te n  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  

d i s c re p a n c y  b e tw e e n  t o t a l  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  a n d  l i f e t im e  v a lu e .  F o r  

w h e n  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a l t e r  th e  m e a n in g  o f  a n  e v e n t ,  th e y  c a n  

a l te r  its  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe ,  b u t  th e y  c a n n o t  r e t r o 

a c t iv e ly  c h a n g e  th e  im p a c t  t h a t  i t  h a d  o n  o n e ’s w e ll-b e in g  a t  th e  t im e .

F r o m  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  p r a c t ic a l  r e a s o n in g ,  in  w h ic h  th e  p a s t  is  f ix e d  

b u t  th e  f u tu r e  r e m a in s  o p e n ,  e a r l i e r  e v e n ts  s e e m  m o r e  s u s c e p t ib le  to  

r e t r o a c t iv e  c h a n g e s  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  E v e n  a f te r  th e  e v e n ts  o f  o n e ’s y o u th  

h a v e  o c c u r r e d ,  th e i r  im p o r t  f o r  o n e ’s l i f e  s to r y  r e m a in s  u n d e t e r m in e d ,  

s in c e  th e  e v e n ts  f r o m  w h ic h  th e y  w ill g a in  s ig n if ic a n c e  o r  to  w h ic h  th e y  

w ill l e n d  s ig n i f ic a n c e  lie  p r im a r i ly  in  th e  f u t u r e .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  e v e n ts  

o f  o n e ’s o ld  a g e  o c c u r  in  th e  d e te r m in a te  c o n te x t  o f  o n e ’s p a s t ,  w ith  

w h ic h  th e y  e x c h a n g e  f ix e d  im p l ic a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  u n l ik e ly  to  b e  s ig n i f i 

c a n t ly  m o d i f ie d  in  w h a t  r e m a in s  o f  o n e ’s l i fe .  T h u s ,  o n e  lo o k s  f o r w a r d
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to  a  l i f e tim e  in  w h ic h  to  r e d e e m  o n e ’s y o u th ,  b u t  c o n f r o n ts  e v e n ts  o f  

m id d le  a g e  a s  h a v in g  a  s in g le , d e t e r m in a te  s ig n if ic a n c e  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a l l .

T h e  r e s u l t  is , n o t  t h a t  l a te r  e v e n ts  a r e  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ,  b u t  t h a t  o n e  

sees  le ss  l a t i t u d e  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  th e m  w ith in  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f  a  g o o d  

l i fe .  B y  m id d le  a g e ,  o n e  f in d s  o n e s e l f  c o m p o s in g  th e  c l im a x  to  a  p a r 

t i c u la r  s to r y — a  s to r y  t h a t  is n o w  d e t e r m in a te  e n o u g h  to  b e  s p o i le d .  

V i r tu a l ly  a n y  b e g in n in g  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  g o o d  l i fe ;  b u t  

g iv e n  o n e ’s a c tu a l  b e g in n in g s ,  th e r e  m a y  n o w  b e  o n ly  a  fe w  g o o d  w a y s  o f  

g o in g  o n .^^

B e c a u s e  o n e  w ill c o n f r o n t  o n e ’s p r im e  w ith  r e la t iv e ly  n a r r o w  c r i t e r ia  

o f  s u c c e s s ,  o n e  is  r e q u i r e d  to  d e v o te  m o r e  c a re  t o  p la n n in g  i t  a n d  to  

e n s u r in g  t h a t  i t  tu r n s  o u t  a s  p la n n e d .  T h e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  a t t e n t i o n  p a id  to  

th i s  s ta g e  in  l i f e  m a y  b e  m i s in te r p r e t e d  a s  in d ic a t in g  t h a t  i t  is m o r e  

i m p o r t a n t — t h a t  th e  e v e n ts  o f  m id d le  a g e  c o n t r i b u te  m o r e  to  a  l i f e ’s 

v a lu e  t h a n  e v e n ts  a t  o th e r  s ta g e s .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  p a y in g  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  

to  o n e ’s p r im e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  n o t  t h a t  th e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  a t  m id d le  a g e  a r e  

w o r th  m o r e  t h a n  a t  o th e r  s ta g e s  b u t  r a th e r  t h a t  in  r e l a t io n  to  a  f ix e d  

y o u th ,  f e w e r  o f  th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  w ill r e s u l t  in  a  l i fe  t h a t ’s a n y  g o o d  a t  a l l .

M y  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  v a lu e  ju d g m e n ts  c a n v a s s e d  a b o v e  a m o u n ts  to  th e  

c la im  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  is  w h a t  m ig h t  b e  c a l le d  a  s t r o n g ly  i r 

r e d u c ib le  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d .^ ^  A  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d  is a  v a l u a b le  s ta te  

o f  a f f a i r s  c o n s is t in g  in  s o m e  f a c t  a b o u t  o th e r  g o o d s .  O f  c o u rs e , c o r 

r e s p o n d in g  to  e v e ry  g o o d  t h a t  s o m e o n e  m ig h t  a t t a i n  is  th e  p o te n t ia l  f a c t  

o f  h is  h a v in g  th e r e b y  a t ta in e d  s o m e th in g  g o o d ;  a n d  h is  h a v in g  a t ta in e d  

s o m e th in g  g o o d  w o u ld  u n d e n ia b ly  b e  a  g o o d  s ta t e  o f  a f f a i r s  c o n s is t in g  in  

a  f a c t  a b o u t  o t h e r  g o o d s .  T h e r e  is th e r e f o r e  a  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d  c o r 

r e s p o n d in g  to  e v e ry  a t t a in a b le  g o o d  o f  th e  f i r s t  o r d e r .  B u t  s u c h  a  s e c o n d -  

o r d e r  g o o d  is  r e d u c ib le  to  th e  f i r s t - o r d e r  g o o d  im p l ic a te d  in  i t ,  in  th e  

s e n s e  t h a t  i t  h a s  n o  v a lu e  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  th e  im p l ic a te d  f ir s t-  

o r d e r  g o o d .  T h a t  is , w h e n  s o m e o n e  a t ta in s  a  g o o d ,  h e  is  n o t  e n r ic h e d  b y  

i ts  v a lu e  p lu s  s o m e  a d d i t io n a l  v a lu e  a t t a c h in g  to  th e  f a c t  o f  h is  h a v in g  

th e r e b y  a t ta in e d  s o m e th in g  g o o d .  ( I f  h e  w e r e ,  th e n  h e  w o u ld  b e  in f in i te ly  

e n r ic h e d ,  s in c e  th e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d  w o u ld  g e n e r a te  a  g o o d  o f  th e  

t h i r d  o r d e r ,  a n d  s o  o n  ad  in fin itum ).

I n  o r d e r  f o r  a  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d  to  b e  i r r e d u c ib le ,  i t  m u s t  a t  le a s t  

p o s s e s s  v a lu e  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  i ts  c o m p o n e n t  f i r s t - o r d e r  g o o d s .  A  

p o s s ib le  e x a m p le  o f  s u c h  a  g o o d  in  th e  r e a lm  o f  s o c ia l  v a lu e  is t h a t  o f  a  

j u s t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b e n e f i t s .  S o m e  p e o p le  th in k  t h a t  th e r e  c a n  b e  v a lu e  

in  r e d i s t r ib u t in g  b e n e f i t s  a m o n g  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  a  s o c ie ty  e v e n  i f  th e  

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  d o e s n ’t  in c re a s e  th e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  g o o d  a c c r u in g  to  

in d iv id u a ls .  T h is  th o u g h t  im p lie s  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t in g  d i s t r ib u t io n  h a s  a  

v a lu e  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  th e  g o o d s  b e in g  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h a t  

th e  n e w  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is a n  i r r e d u c ib le  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d .
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T h e r e  is  y e t  a  s t r o n g e r  f o r m  o f  i r r e d u c ib i l i ty  t h a t  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  

a t t a c h  to  a  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d  w h o s e  v a lu e  is  a d d i t io n a l  to  t h a t  o f  i ts  

c o m p o n e n t s .  C o n s id e r  tw o  p o s s ib le  v ie w s  a b o u t  th e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  

o f  a  j u s t  d i s t r ib u t io n .  O n  th e  o n e  h a n d ,  w e  m ig h t  ju d g e  t h a t  a  d i s t r ib u t io n  

o f  in d iv id u a l  b e n e f i t s  h a s  a  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  t h a t  d e p e n d s  e n t i r e ly  o n  

th e  p r o p o r t i o n s  a m o n g  th e  s h a r e s  o f  b e n e f i t s  d i s t r i b u te d ;  o n  th e  o th e r  

h a n d ,  w e  m ig h t  ju d g e  t h a t  th e  ju s t i c e  o f  a  d i s t r ib u t io n ,  a n d  h e n c e  its  

v a lu e ,  d e p e n d s  o n  w h e th e r  in d iv id u a ls  d e s e r v e  th e i r  s h a r e s  b y  d in t  o f  

th e i r  a c t io n s  o r  c h a r a c te r s .  T h e  f i r s t  v ie w  im p lie s  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  j u s t  

d i s t r i b u t io n ,  th o u g h  a d d i t io n a l  to  t h a t  o f  th e  b e n e f i t s  d i s t r i b u te d ,  c a n  

s ti l l  b e  c o m p u t e d  f r o m  th e  a m o u n t s  in  w h ic h  th o s e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  d i s 

t r ib u t e d .  T h e  v ie w  th u s  im p lie s  t h a t  f a c t s  a b o u t  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  a r e  

s t i l l ,  in  a  s e n s e ,  r e d u c ib le  to  f a c t s  a b o u t  m e re  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  f i r s t - o r d e r  

g o o d s .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  s e c o n d  v ie w  im p lie s  t h a t  n o  f a c t s  a b o u t  q u a n t i t i e s  

o f  f i r s t - o r d e r  g o o d s  c a n  f u l ly  d e te r m in e  th e  f a c t s  a b o u t  s e c o n d - o r d e r  

v a lu e ,  s in c e  th e  la t t e r  a l s o  d e p e n d  o n  f a c t s  a b o u t  th e  c o n d u c t  a n d  

c h a r a c te r s  o f  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  s e c o n d  v ie w  th u s  im p lie s  t h a t  th e  s e c o n d -  

o r d e r  v a lu e  o f  a  j u s t  d i s t r ib u t io n  is  i r r e d u c ib le  in  a  s t r o n g e r  s e n s e .

T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d s  t h a t  a r e  i r r e d u c ib le  in  e i th e r  s e n s e  

e n ta i ls  th e  e x i s te n c e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu e .  I f  s o c ia l  

ju s t i c e  is a n  i r r e d u c ib le  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  th e n  th e r e  m u s t  

b e  a  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu e  o th e r  t h a n  to t a l  in d iv id u a l  w e lf a r e — a  d im e n s io n  

o f  s o c ia l  v a lu e ,  a s  i t  m ig h t  b e  c a l le d — a lo n g  w h ic h  v a lu e  c a n  b e  p r o d u c e d  

e v e n  w h ile  to t a l  in d iv id u a l  w e lf a r e  r e m a in s  c o n s ta n t .

I n  th e  c a s e  o f  d i s t r i b u t in g  b e n e f i t s  a m o n g  th e  p e r io d s  in  s o m e o n e ’s 

l i fe ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  im p l ic a t io n  m a y  in i t ia l ly  s e e m  o d d .  I f  

w e  r e g a r d  a  p a r t i c u la r  t e m p o r a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  w e ll -b e in g  a s  h a v in g  

i r r e d u c ib le  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  f o r  a  p e r s o n ,  w e  w o u ld  s e e m  c o m m it te d  

t o  c la im in g  t h a t  i ts  v a lu e  lie s  a lo n g  a  d im e n s io n  d i s t in c t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t o t a l  

in d iv id u a l  w e ll -b e in g ,  s in c e  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  s a id  t h a t  v a lu e  c a n  b e  p r o d u c e d  

b y  a  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  le a v e s  to t a l  w e ll -b e in g  c o n s ta n t .  Y e t  th e  d is 

t r i b u t i o n  in  q u e s t i o n  is  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  g o o d  s p e c if ic a l ly  f o r  th e  p e r s o n ,  

a n d  s o  i ts  v a lu e  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  lie  a lo n g  t h e  d im e n s io n  o f  in d iv id u a l  w e ll 

b e in g  r a th e r  t h a n  a lo n g  a n y  a l te r n a t iv e  d im e n s io n .  W e  a r e  th e r e f o r e  

c o n f r o n te d  w ith  a  p u z z le .  I f  a  t e m p o r a l  r e d i s t r ib u t i o n  o f  b e n e f i t s  

p r o d u c e s  n o  a d d i t io n a l  b e n e f i t s  f o r  th e  p e r s o n ,  h o w  c a n  i t  b e  b e n e f ic ia l  

to  h im ?  H o w  c a n  a  p e r s o n  b e  b e t te r  o f f  u n d e r  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h a t  

a f f o r d s  h im  n o  a d d i t io n a l  b e n e f i ts ?

T h e  a n s w e r  to  th i s  q u e s t io n  is t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  t e m p o r a l  d i s t r ib u t io n  

o f  b e n e f i t s  n e e d n ’t  lie  a lo n g  a  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu e  d i s t in c t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  

in d iv id u a l  w e ll-b e in g ; i ts  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu e  m u s t  b e  d i s t in c t  o n ly  f r o m  

t h a t  o f  m om en ta ry  in d iv id u a l  w e ll -b e in g ,  s in c e  m o m e n ta r y  b e n e f i t s  a r e
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th e  b e n e f i t s  w h o s e  t o t a l  r e m a in s  c o n s ta n t  u n d e r  th e  e n v is io n e d  r e d is 

t r i b u t i o n .  T h u s ,  r e g a r d i n g  a  t e m p o r a l  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  b e n e f i t s  a s  a n  

i r r e d u c ib le  s e c o n d - o r d e r  g o o d  r e q u i r e s  th e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’s 

w e ll-b e in g  h a s  b o th  a  s y n c h r o n ic  a n d  a  d ia c h r o n ic  d im e n s io n .  T h e  v a lu e  

o f  s o m e o n e ’s l i fe  lie s  a lo n g  th e  d im e n s io n  o f  d ia c h r o n ic  w e lf a r e ,  w h ic h  

is d i s t in c t  f r o m ,  a n d  i r r e d u c ib le  to ,  h o w  w e ll o f f  h e  is a t  e a c h  m o m e n t  

th e r e in .

H e r e  w e  f in d ,  in  a  n e w  g u is e ,  th e  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t  w i th  w h ic h  I b e g a n —  

n a m e ly ,  t h a t  tw o  liv e s  c o n t a in in g  e q u a l  s u m s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  

n e e d  n o t  b e  e q u a l ly  g o o d  liv e s  i f  th e i r  m o m e n ta r y  b e n e f i t s  s ta n d  in  

d i f f e r e n t  t e m p o r a l  o r ,  m o r e  g e n e r a l ly , d i f f e r e n t  n a r r a t iv e  r e la t io n s .  W e  

c a n  n o w  se e  w h a t  th i s  in tu i t iv e  ju d g m e n t  im p lie s :  i t  im p lie s  t h a t  s e lf -  

in te r e s t  is n o t  a  u n i t a r y  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu e .  R a th e r ,  a  p e r s o n  h a s  tw o  

d i s t in c t  s e ts  o f  in te r e s t s ,  ly in g  a lo n g  tw o  d i s t in c t  d im e n s io n s — h is  

s y n c h r o n ic  in te r e s t s ,  in  b e in g  w e ll o f f  a t  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n ts ,  a n d  h is  

d ia c h r o n ic  in te r e s t s ,  in  h a v in g  g o o d  p e r io d s  o f  t im e  a n d ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  

a  g o o d  l i fe .

A l th o u g h  S lo te  r e g a r d s  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  a s  w e a k ly  i r r e d u c ib le ,  h e  d o e s n ’t  

r e g a r d  i t  a s  i r r e d u c ib le  in  th e  s t r o n g e r  s e n s e . S l o t e  a n a ly z e s  th e  v a lu e s  

o f  liv e s  in  t e rm s  o f  w e ig h ts  a s s ig n e d  to  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i th  th e  t im e  o f  th e i r  o c c u r re n c e .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  s o m e  p e r io d s  o f  l i f e  a r e  

m o r e  im p o r t a n t  t h a n  o th e r s ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h a t  th e  g o o d s  a n d  ev ils  o c c u r r in g  

in  th o s e  p e r io d s  a r e  a c c o r d e d  g r e a t e r  w e ig h t  w h e n  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l i f e  is 

c o m p u t e d .  H is  v ie w  th e r e f o r e  a m o u n t s  to  th e  c la im  t h a t  f a c t s  a b o u t  th e  

v a lu e  o f  a  l i fe  c a n  b e  r e d u c e d  to  f a c t s  a b o u t  th e  a m o u n ts  a n d  te m p o r a l  

o r d e r  o f  th e  m o m e n ta r y  b e n e f i t s  e n jo y e d  th e r e in — in  s h o r t ,  to  f a c t s  

a b o u t  t e m p o r a l  p a t te r n s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  b e n e f i ts .

I n  m y  v ie w , h o w e v e r ,  th e  f a c t s  a b o u t  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e 

d u c ib le  to  th i s  e x te n t .  S o m e  o f  th e  v a lu e  ju d g m e n ts  c o n s id e r e d  a b o v e  a r e  

in c o m p a t i b le  w ith  a n y  r e d u c t i o n  o f  d ia c h r o n ic  w e ll-b e in g  to  s y n c h r o n ic  

w e ll -b e in g ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  s o p h is t i c a te d  a n  a lg o r i t h m  o f  d i s c o u n t in g  a n d  

w e ig h t in g  is  a p p l ie d .  B e c a u s e  a n  e v e n t ’s c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  

o n e ’s l i fe  d e p e n d s  o n  i ts  n a r r a t iv e  r e la t io n  to  o th e r  e v e n ts ,  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  

c a n  n e v e r  b e  c o m p u te d  b y  a n  a l g o r i t h m  a p p l ie d  to  b a r e  a m o u n t s  o f  

m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g ,  o r  e v e n  to  o r d e r e d  s e q u e n c e s  o f  s u c h  a m o u n ts ,  in  

a b s t r a c t i o n  f r o m  th e  n a r r a t iv e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  e v e n ts  w i th  w h ic h  th e y  

a r e  a s s o c ia te d .  H o w  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i f e  is  a f f e c t e d  b y  a  p e r io d  o f  

f a i lu r e  c o m b in e d  w ith  a  p e r io d  o f  s u c c e s s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  c a n n o t  b e  

c o m p u te d  m e re ly  f r o m  th e  t im in g  o f  th e s e  p e r io d s  a n d  th e  a m o u n ts  o f  

w e ll -b e in g  th e y  c o n t a in .  T h e i r  im p a c t  o n  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i fe  d e p e n d s  

a s  w e ll o n  th e  n a r r a t i v e  r e la t io n s  a m o n g  th e  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  f a i lu r e s  

in v o lv e d .  W e r e  o n e ’s t r a v a i l s  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  w ild e rn e s s  e n d e d  b y  a s c e n t 

to  h ig h  o f f ic e ?  o r  w e re  th e y  e n d e d  b y  a  lu c k y  t i c k e t  in  th e  lo t te r y  a n d  a
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r o u n d - th e - w o r ld  c ru is e ?  W a s  o n e ’s p e r s e v e ra n c e  th r o u g h  r o c k y  t im e s  

v in d ic a te d  o r  d i s c r e d i te d  b y  th e  p a r t i c u la r  w a y  in  w h ic h  o n e  e v e n tu a l ly  

a t t a in e d  d o m e s t ic  h a p p in e s s ?  O u r  e v a lu a t iv e  in tu i t io n s  a b o u t  th e  i m p o r 

t a n c e  o f  l e a r n in g  f r o m  m i s f o r t u n e s ,  o r  o f  s a lv a g in g  o n e ’s p r o je c t s ,  th u s  

im p ly  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l i fe  is m o r e  s t r o n g ly  i r r e d u c ib le  t h a n  S lo te  

s u g g e s ts .

T h e  d e g r e e  o f  i r r e d u c ib i l i ty  b e tw e e n  s e c o n d -  a n d  f i r s t - o r d e r  g o o d s  d e te r 

m in e s  th e  d e g r e e  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  d im e n s io n s  

o f  v a lu e .  I f  w e  a n a ly z e  th e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  a t t a c h in g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  

p a t te r n s  o f  b e n e f i t s  in  t e rm s  o f  w e ig h ts  a t t a c h e d  to  th o s e  b e n e f i t s ,  w e  

s h a l l  c o n t in u e  to  r e g a r d  d ia c h r o n ic  w e ll -b e in g  a s  r e d u c ib le  to  s y n c h r o n ic  

w e ll-b e in g , a lb e i t  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  t im e -w e ig h te d  a lg o r i th m .  T h e  im p l ic a t io n  

w ill th e r e f o r e  r e m a in  t h a t  th e  g r e a te r  w e ig h t  a t t a c h e d  to  s o m e  g o o d s  a n d  

e v ils , b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  o c c u r r in g  a t  im p o r ta n t  t im e s , c a n  b e  o f f s e t  b y  a  

g r e a t e r  a m o u n t  o f  g o o d s  a n d  ev ils  o c c u r r in g  a t  t im e s  o f  le ss  im p o r ta n c e .  

T h e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  o f  a  b e n e f i t ’s t im in g  w ill th u s  b e  c o n c e iv e d  a s  

e x c h a n g e a b le  f o r  a  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t  o f  t h a t  o r  a n y  o th e r  f i r s t - o r d e r  

b e n e f i t .

T h u s ,  i f  th e  p r o b le m  w i th  a  d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  in  w e ll-b e in g  w e re  t h a t  

m o r e  im p o r ta n c e  a t t a c h e d  to  w h a t  h a p p e n s  in  o n e ’s p r im e ,  th e n  th e r e  

w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  s o m e  a m o u n t  o f  c h i ld h o o d  h a p p in e s s  t h a t  w a s  s u f f ic ie n t  

to  c o m p e n s a te  f o r  m id l if e  m is f o r t u n e s  e v e n  a f te r  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  w e ig h ts  

h a d  b e e n  a p p l ie d .  C h i l d h o o d  w e ll -b e in g  w o u ld  s t i l l  a m o u n t  to  s o  m u c h  

c r e d i t  e a r n e d  to w a r d  a  g o o d  l i fe ,  e v e n  i f  t h a t  c r e d i t  w a s  c o m p u te d  a t  

a  d i s c o u n t e d  r a t e .  H e n c e  a  l i fe  t h a t  to o k  a  s l id e  w o u ld  s t i l l  b e  a  g o o d  

o n e  i f  i t  s t a r t e d  f r o m  a  s u f f ic ie n t  h e ig h t .

I f  w e  s u p p o s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  th e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  o f  a  l i fe  is s im p ly  

n o t  c o m p u t a b le  f r o m  th e  a m o u n ts  a n d  t e m p o r a l  o r d e r  o f  th e  m o m e n ta r y  

b e n e f i t s  t h a t  i t  c o n ta in s ,  th e n  w e  m u s t  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  s o m e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  

g o o d s  m a y  n o t  b e  e x c h a n g e a b le  f o r  g o o d s  o f  th e  f i r s t  o r d e r  ( a n d  v ic e  

v e r s a ) .  T h a t  is , th e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  u n d e s i r a b l e  tu r n s  o f  p lo t  w h o s e  

d i s v a lu e  s im p ly  c a n n o t  b e  o f f s e t  b y  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll 

b e in g  in  th e  a s s o c ia te d  p r e lu d e  o r  d e n o u e m e n t .  I f in d  th is  im p l ic a t io n  

m o r e  c o n s o n a n t  w i th  o u r  e v a lu a t iv e  in t u i t i o n s  th a n  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  

S lo te ’s v ie w . I t  e x p la in s  w h y  w e  th i n k  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  s o m e o n e ’s l i f e  

r e m a in s  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  u n d e te r m in e d  e v e n  a f te r  h e  h a s  p a s s e d  a n  

e s p e c ia l ly  h a p p y  o r  u n h a p p y  c h i ld h o o d ;  a n d  w h y  w e  a r e  in c l in e d  to  

p e rc e iv e  s o m e  w is d o m  in  S o lo n ’s r e f u s a l  to  d e c la re  C r o e s u s  h a p p y  

w i th o u t  k n o w in g  h o w  h is  l i fe  w o u ld  u l t im a te ly  t u r n  o u t.^^

I th e r e f o r e  f a v o r  th e  p r in c ip le  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’s s e l f - in te r e s t  is  r a d ic a l ly  

d iv id e d , in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  h e  h a s  a n  in te r e s t  in  f e a t u r e s  o f  h is  l i fe  t h a t  

a r e n ’t  a t  a l l  r e d u c ib le  to ,  a n d  h e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  e x c h a n g e d  w i th ,  p a t t e r n s
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o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g . L e t  m e  b r ie f ly  su g g e s t tw o  p o s s ib le  a p p l ic a t io n s  

f o r  th i s  p r in c ip le .

F i r s t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  th i s  p r in c ip le ,  i f  c o r r e c t ,  ju s t i f i e s  a  r e v i s io n  in  th e  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n c e p t io n  o f  p r u d e n c e  a n d  im p rudence. im p r u d e n c e  

h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a n  i r r a t io n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  m o m e n 

t a r y  g o o d s  t h a t  a r e  c lo s e r  in  t im e ,  a n d  p r u d e n c e  a s  a  r a t i o n a l  in d i f f e r e n c e  

to w a r d  th e  t im in g  o f  s u c h  g o o d s .  P r u d e n c e  a n d  im p r u d e n c e  h a v e  th u s  

b e e n  c o n c e iv e d  a s  d is p o s i t io n s  to  v a lu e  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s  d i f f e r e n t ly .  I n  

m y  v ie w , h o w e v e r ,  w e  s h o u ld  c o n s id e r  th e  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  im p r u d e n c e  is 

r a th e r  a n  u n d u e  c o n c e r n  f o r  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s  a l to g e th e r ;  a n d  p r u d e n c e ,  

a  r a t i o n a l  a p p r e c ia t i o n  f o r  th e  s e c o n d - o r d e r  v a lu e  o f  a  g o o d  l i f e — a  

d is p o s i t io n  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s t i tu te d  o u t  o f  a n y  a p p r e c ia t i o n  f o r  

p a t te r n s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s .  A c c o r d in g  to  th i s  h y p o th e s i s ,  a  p e r s o n  

c a n  b e  im p r u d e n t  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  c a r e f u l ly  h e  b a la n c e s  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s  

o f  th e  p r e s e n t  a g a i n s t  th o s e  o f  th e  f u tu r e ,  i f  h e  d o e s  s o  w i th o u t  r e g a r d  to  

th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  r e s u l t in g  l i f e ,  a  v a lu e  n o t  r e d u c ib le  to  t e m p o r a l  d i s 

t r i b u t i o n s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s ;  a n d  a  p e r s o n  c a n  b e  p r u d e n t  e v e n  i f  h e  

p u r s u e s  p r e s e n t  b e n e f i t s  a t  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  f u tu r e  b e n e f i t s ,  s o  lo n g  a s  th e  

v a lu e  o f  h is  l i fe  is  th e r e b y  e n h a n c e d .  P r e f e r r in g  th e  le s s e r  b u t  n e a r e r  

g o o d  to  t h a t  w h ic h  is g r e a te r  b u t  m o r e  r e m o te  m a y  s o m e t im e s  b e  th e  

p r u d e n t  th i n g  to  d o ,  i f  d o n e  in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  o n e ’s i r r e d u c ib le  s e c o n d -  

o r d e r  in te r e s t  in  a  g o o d  l i fe .

A  s e c o n d  a p p l ic a t i o n  f o r  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  d iv id e d  s e l f - in te r e s t  h a s  t o  d o  

w i th  th e  e v il o f  d e a th .  A  p r e v a le n t  v ie w  a b o u t  d e a t h  is t h a t  i t  is  b a d  f o r  a  

p e r s o n  i f ,  b u t  o n ly  i f ,  h is  c o n t i n u e d  s u rv iv a l  w o u ld  a d d  to  h is  a c c u m u 

l a t io n  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g .  T h e  c h o ic e  b e tw e e n  h e r o ic  m e d ic a l  

t r e a tm e n t  a n d  p a s s iv e  e u t h a n a s ia  is  th e r e f o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  s a id  to  r e q u i r e  

s o - c a l le d  q u a l i ty - o f - l i f e  c o n s id e r a t io n s .  W h e t h e r  d a y s  s h o u ld  b e  a d d e d  to  

o r  s u b t r a c te d  f r o m  a  p a t i e n t ’s l i fe  is to  b e  ju d g e d ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  

p r e v a le n t  v ie w , b y  w h e th e r  th e  d a y s  in  q u e s t io n  w o u ld  b e  s p e n t  in  a  s ta te  

o f  w e ll -b e in g  o r  hard sh ip .

I n  m y  v ie w , h o w e v e r , d e c id in g  w h e n  to  d ie  is n o t  ( d e s p i te  th e  f a m i l ia r  

s a y in g )  l ik e  d e c id in g  w h e n  to  c a s h  in  o n e ’s c h ip s — n o t ,  t h a t  is , a  d e c i s io n  

to  b e  b a s e d  o n  th e  in c r e m e n t a l  g a in s  a n d  lo s s e s  t h a t  o n e  s ta n d s  to  

a c c u m u la te  b y  s ta y in g  in  th e  g a m e .  I t  is  r a th e r  l ik e  d e c id in g  w h e n  a n d  

h o w  to  e n d  a  s to r y ,  a  d e c i s io n  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d ic ta t e d  b y  c o n s id e r a t io n s  

o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g .  H e n c e  a  p e r s o n  m a y  r a t io n a l ly  b e  w ill in g  to  

d ie  e v e n  th o u g h  h e  c a n  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to  a  fe w  m o r e  g o o d  w e e k s  o r  

m o n t h s ; a n d  a  p e r s o n  m a y  r a t i o n a l l y  b e  u n w i ll in g  to  d ie  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  

c a n  lo o k  f o r w a r d  o n ly  to  c o n t i n u e d  a d v e r s i ty .  T h e  r a t i o n a l i ty  o f  th e  

p a t i e n t ’s a t t i t u d e  d e p e n d s  o n  w h e th e r  a n  e a r l ie r  o r  l a te r  d e a t h  w o u ld  

m a k e  a  b e t te r  e n d in g  to  h is  l i f e  s to r y .

T h u s  f a r  I h a v e  p r e s u p p o s e d  a  p r io r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w h a t  i t  is  to  b e  w e ll
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o f f  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t ,  a n d  I h a v e  a r g u e d  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s 

l i f e  is  n o t  r e d u c ib le  to  h is  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g ,  s o  u n d e r s to o d .  T h e  

r e a d e r  m ig h t  b e  m o v e d  to  o b je c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  I a m  n o t  e n t i t l e d  to  m y  

in i t i a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n .  O n e  m ig h t  th i n k  t h a t  th e  o n ly  le g i t im a te  c o n 

c e p t io n  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s w e ll-b e in g  is t h a t  o f  h is  l i f e ’s v a lu e ;  a n d  t h a t  a n y  

c o n c e p t io n  o f  h is  w e ll-b e in g  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  m u s t  th e r e f o r e  b e  

i l le g i t im a te  in s o f a r  a s  i t  f a i l s  to  c a p tu r e  th e  p o r t i o n  o f  h is  l i f e ’s v a lu e  

b e in g  r e a l iz e d  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t .

I  s h a l l  a r g u e  a g a i n s t  th i s  s u g g e s tio n  o n  g r o u n d s  m o r e  th e o r e t ic a l  t h a n  

th o s e  o f  m y  p r e v io u s  a r g u m e n ts .  F i r s t  I s h a l l  o f f e r  a  m o r e  th e o r e t ic a l  

e x p la n a t i o n  o f  w h y  a  p e r s o n ’s m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  m ig h t  f a i l  t o  b e  

a d d i t iv e .  T h e  r e a s o n ,  I  s h a l l  c la im ,  is  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’s w e ll -b e in g  a t  e a c h  

m o m e n t  is d e f in e d  f r o m  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  a n d  v a lu e s  

d e f in e d  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e s  c a n n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  a d d e d  to g e th e r .  

T h is  e x p la n a t io n  w ill p r o m p t  th e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  th e  s u c c e s s iv e  p e r s p e c 

t iv e s  d e f in in g  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  s im p ly  d i s to r t  th e  t r u e  v a lu e s  o f  

th in g s ,  w h ic h  a r e  p r o p e r ly  d e f in e d  f r o m  th e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  p e r s p e c t iv e  

o f  a n  e n t i r e  l i fe .  I s h a l l  th e n  a r g u e  a g a in s t  th i s  s u g g e s t io n ,  b y  d e f e n d in g  

th e  in d e p e n d e n t  v a l id i ty  o f  m o m e n ta r y  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  F in a l ly ,  I  s h a l l  

e x p lo r e  s o m e  f u r th e r  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  th e s e  th e o r e t ic a l  r e s u l t s .

T h a t  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  m ig h t  n o t  a d d  u p  s h o u ld  c o m e  a s  n o  

s u r p r is e :  v a lu e s  a r e  r a r e ly  a d d i t iv e .  N o to r io u s ly ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  tw o  th in g s  

to g e th e r  n e e d  n o t  b e  th e  s u m  o f  th e i r  in d iv id u a l  v a l u e s . T h e  v a lu e  o f  

h a v in g  tw o  eg g  r o l l s  o n  o n e ’s p la te  is le ss  t h a n  th e  s u m  o f  th e  v a lu e s  o f  

h a v in g  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  o f  th e m ;  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  h a v in g  o n e  eg g  r o l l  a n d  

a  d o l lo p  o f  p lu m  s a u c e  is m o r e  t h a n  th e  s u m  o f  th e  v a lu e s  o f  h a v in g  

e i th e r  a n  eg g  r o l l  o r  p lu m  s a u c e  a lo n e .  T o  b e  s u r e ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  h a v in g  

tw o  eg g  r o l l s  is in d e e d  th e  s u m  o f  th e i r  m a r g i n a l  v a lu e s :  m a r g i n a l  v a lu e s  

a r e  a d d i t iv e .  B u t  m a r g in a l  v a lu e s  a r e  a d d i t iv e  o n ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  

d e f in e d  b y  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  to t a l  v a lu e ,  to  b e g in  w i th .  T h a t  is , th e  

m a r g in a l  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s s e c o n d  e g g  r o l l  is d e f in e d  a s  th e  a m o u n t  b y  w h ic h  

i ts  a c q u is i t io n  in c re a s e s  o n e ’s to t a l  w e ll -b e in g ;  a n d  th i s  d e f i n i t i o n  

g u a r a n t e e s  t h a t  th e  a c q u i s i t io n  o f  a  s e c o n d  eg g  r o l l  in c re a s e s  o n e ’s w e ll 

b e in g  b y  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  i ts  m a r g in a l  v a lu e .  T h e  p o in t  p r e v io u s ly  m a d e  

b y  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  v a lu e s  o f  e g g  r o l l s  a r e n ’t  a d d i t iv e  c a n  th e n  b e  m a d e  

b y  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  m a r g in a l  v a lu e s  o f  tw o  s u c c e s s iv e  eg g  r o l l s  a r e n ’t  

th e  s a m e .

O f  c o u r s e ,  w h a t ’s c u r r e n t ly  a t  is s u e  is n o t  a d d i t iv i ty  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  

s o m e  c o m m o d i t y  s u c h  a s  f o o d  b u t  a d d i t iv i ty  in  w e ll -b e in g  i t s e lf .  T h e  

q u e s t io n  is  n o t  w h e th e r  tw o  eg g  r o l l s  a r e  tw ic e  a s  g o o d  a s  o n e  b u t  

w h e th e r  b e in g  w e ll o f f  a t  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  is  tw ic e  a s  g o o d  a s  b e in g  

w e ll o f f  a t  o n e  t im e .  A n d  w e  m ig h t  h a v e  th o u g h t  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  su c c e s s iv e
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h e lp in g s  o f  f o o d  c a n  v a r y  in  th e i r  im p a c t  o n  o n e ’s w e ll -b e in g ,  a n d  h e n c e  

in  th e i r  m a r g i n a l  v a lu e ,  s u c c e s s iv e  h e lp in g s  o f  w e ll -b e in g  c a n n o t .

T h is  t h o u g h t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r e c t  i f  t h e  h e lp in g s  in  q u e s t io n  w e re  

d e f in e d  in  r e l a t io n  to  th e  s a m e  c o n te x t  o f  e v a l u a t io n .  B u t  s in c e  h e lp in g s  

o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  a r e  d e f in e d  in  r e la t io n  to  d i f f e r e n t  c o n te x ts ,  

th e y  a r e n ’t  a d d i t iv e  a t  a l l .  L e t  m e  e x p la in .

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  th e  m a r g in a l  v a lu e  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  eg g  r o l l s  v a r ie s  is t h a t  

th e  v a lu e  o f  a c q u i r in g  a n  eg g  r o l l  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  th e  

a c q u is i t io n  o c c u r s .  O n e ’s s e c o n d  e g g  r o i l  is  w o r th  le ss  t h a n  th e  f i r s t  

b e c a u s e  i t  is  a c q u i r e d  in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  o n e ’s a l r e a d y  h a v in g  th e  f i r s t .  O f  

c o u rs e , o n c e  th e  s e c o n d  eg g  r o l l  is a s s ig n e d  a  m a r g in a l  v a lu e ,  t h a t  v a lu e  

n e e d n ’t  b e  f u r th e r  a d j u s t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts  b e in g  a c q u i r e d  in  th e  c o n te x t  

o f  th e  w e ll -b e in g  t h a t ’s a l r e a d y ,  s o  to  s p e a k ,  o n  o n e ’s p la te ;  th e  e g g  r o l l ’s 

m a r g in a l  v a lu e  a l r e a d y  r e f le c t s  th e  o n ly  a d j u s t m e n t  n e c e s s i ta te d  b y  th e  

c o n te x t .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  w e  o f te n  r e s t r i c t  th e  c o n t e x t  in  w h ic h  ju d g m e n ts  o f  v a lu e  

a r e  m a d e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  w e  m a k e  d i s t in c t  a s s e s s m e n ts  o f  h o w  w e ll o f f  

s o m e o n e  is  in  d i f f e r e n t  r e s p e c t s — a s s e s s m e n ts  o f  h is  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g ,  

s a y , o r  h is  e m o t io n a l  w e ll -b e in g ,  a n d  s o  o n .  A n d  s u c h  e v a lu a t io n s  a r e  

m a d e  w i th in  r e s t r i c te d  c o n te x ts .  A n  a s s e s s m e n t o f  s o m e o n e ’s f in a n c ia l  

w e ll -b e in g  m a y  ta k e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  d im in is h in g  m a r g in a l  v a lu e  o f  

d o l l a r s h i s  s e c o n d  m i ll io n  n e e d n ’t  b e  t h o u g h t  t o  m a k e  h im  tw ic e  a s  w e ll 

o f f ,  f in a n c ia l ly  s p e a k in g ,  a s  th e  f i r s t .  B u t  o u r  a s s e s s m e n t o f  s o m e o n e ’s 

f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  in t e r a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  h is  

f in a n c e s  a n d  o t h e r  g o o d s .  T h e  im p a c t  o f  a  m i l l io n  d o l la r s  o n  s o m e o n e ’s 

o v e r a l l  w e ll -b e in g  m a y  d e p e n d  n o t  o n ly  o n  h o w  m u c h  w e a l th  h e  a l r e a d y  

h a s  b u t  a l s o  o n  h is  e m o t i o n a l  s ta t e  o r  h is  h e a l t h .  B u t  th e  p o te n t ia l  in t e r 

a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  w e a l th  a n d  th e s e  o th e r  g o o d s  a r e  s c r e e n e d  o f f  f r o m  

a s s e s s m e n ts  o f  s p e c if ic a l ly  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g .  T w o  p e o p le  w ith  e q u a l  

a s s e ts  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  ( a n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  s im i la r  a t t i t u d e s  to w a r d s  m o n e y )  a r e  

ju d g e d  to  b e  e q u a l ly  w e ll o f f ,  f in a n c ia l ly  s p e a k in g ,  e v e n  i f  th o s e  a s s e ts  

a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  a f f e c t  th e i r  o v e ra l l  w e l f a re  d i f f e r e n t ly ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  th e i r  

d i f f e r i n g  e m o t i o n a l  o r  p h y s ic a l  c irc u m s ta n c e s .^ '^

C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  w e  c a n n o t  c o m p u te  a  p e r s o n ’s o v e ra l l  w e ll -b e in g  a t  a  

p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  b y  a d d i n g  u p  h is  c o n c u r r e n t  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g ,  

e m o t io n a l  w e ll -b e in g ,  p h y s ic a l  w e ll -b e in g ,  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e  p r o b le m  is  n o t  

s im p ly  t h a t  w e  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  to  c o m m e n s u r a te  a m o n g  w e a l th ,  h e a l th ,  

a n d  s a n i ty — t h a t  is , h o w  to  b r in g  th e s e  c o m m o d i t ie s  u n d e r  a  c o m m o n  . 

u n i t  o f  v a lu e  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  a d d i t i o n  a n d  s u b t r a c t i o n .  T h e  p r o b le m  

is  t h a t  s u c h  r e s t r i c te d  a s s e s s m e n ts  o f  w e ll -b e in g  a r e  m a d e  in  i s o la t io n  

f r o m  p o te n t i a l  in te r a c t io n s  a m o n g  th e  g o o d s  in v o lv e d . O u r  a s s e s s m e n t  

o f  th e  p e r s o n ’s f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g  d o e s n ’t  r e f le c t  h o w  h is  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  

p h y s ic a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a f f e c t  th e  m a r g i n a l  v a lu e  o f  h is  w e a l th ;  o u r  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h is  e m o t i o n a l  w e ll -b e in g  d o e s n ’t  r e f le c t  h o w  h is  p h y s ic a l
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a n d  f in a n c ia l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  a f f e c t  th e  m a r g in a l  v a lu e  o f  h is  s a n i ty ;  a n d  

s o  f o r th .  T h u s ,  e v e n  i f  w e  c o u ld  e s ta b l i s h  a n  e q u iv a le n c e  o f  v a lu e  

b e tw e e n  a  h e lp in g  o f  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g  a n d  a  h e lp in g  o f  p h y s ic a l  w e ll 

b e in g , w e  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  e s ta b l i s h e d  t h a t  th e  c o m b i n a t io n  o f  th e  tw o  w a s  

w o r th  tw ic e  a s  m u c h  a s  e i th e r  o n e  a lo n e ,  s in c e  o u r  m e a s u r e s  o f  f in a n c ia l  

a n d  p h y s ic a l  w e ll -b e in g  w o u ld  n o t  r e f le c t  p o te n t ia l  in t e r a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  

th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  u n d e r ly in g  c o m m o d i t ie s .

W e  c a n  e a s ily  f o r g e t  th i s  l i m i ta t i o n  o n  e v a lu a t iv e  c a lc u la t io n s  i f  w e  

im a g in e  v a lu e  i t s e l f  t o  b e  a  c o m m o d i ty .  I f  w e  p ic tu r e  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g  

a s  a n  e l ix ir  d i s t i l l e d  f r o m  p ile s  o f  m o n e y ,  w e  s h a l l  t h in k  o f  i t  a s  h a v in g  a n  

in d e p e n d e n t  e x i s te n c e ;  a n d  w e  s h a l l  th e n  b e  in c l in e d  to  th i n k  t h a t  w h e n  

f in a n c ia l  w e ll-b e in g  is a d d e d  to  th e  v a lu e s  d is t i l le d  f r o m  p h y s ic a l  h e a l th  

o r  e m o t i o n a l  s ta b i l i ty ,  th e  r e s u l t in g  b r e w  m u s t  s im p ly  b e  th e  s u m  o f  its  

in g r e d ie n ts .  B u t  a n  a m o u n t  o f  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g  is n o t  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  

s tu f f ;  i t  is  r a th e r  a  p r o p e r ty  o f  o n e ’s f in a n c ia l  s ta t e .  I n d e e d ,  i t ’s a  

p r o p e r ty  t h a t  o n e ’s f in a n c ia l  s ta te  p o s s e s s e s  o n ly  in  r e l a t io n  to  o th e r  

p o s s ib le  f in a n c ia l  s ta te s ,  j u s t  a s  o n e ’s o v e r a l l  w e ll -b e in g  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  

m o m e n t  is a  r e l a t io n  o f  o n e ’s o v e r a l l  s t a t e  to  th e  o th e r  s ta te s  t h a t  o n e  

m ig h t  b e  in .  A n d  th e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  to  a s s u m e  t h a t  th e  r e la t io n  o f  o n e ’s 

o v e ra l l  s t a t e  to  i t s  p o s s ib le  a l t e r n a t iv e s  c a n  b e  c o m p u t e d  f r o m  th e  r e l a 

t io n s  o f  i ts  p a r t s  o r  a s p e c t s  to  th e i r s .

T h e  p r o b le m  o f  c o m p o u n d in g  v a lu e s  is a n a lo g o u s ,  in  m a n y  r e s p e c t s ,  

to  p r o b le m s  in  th e  c o m p o u n d in g  o f  c h a n c e s . N o to r io u s ly ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  

o f  a  p e r s o n ’s h a v in g  th e  t r a i t  p  o r q  h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  e q u a l  to  th e  p r o b 

a b i l i ty  o f  h a v in g  p  p lu s  t h a t  o f  h a v in g  q , s in c e  th e  la t t e r  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  m a y  

n o t  b e  in d e p e n d e n t ;  a n d  f o r  th e  s a m e  r e a s o n ,  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  h a v in g  

th e  t r a i t  p  and  q  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  e q u a l  to  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  

o f  h a v in g  th e  c o m p o n e n t  t r a i t s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  w e  c a n n o t  e s t im a te  h o w  

u n u s u a l  a  p e r s o n  is  b y  c o m p o u n d in g  th e  d e g re e s  t o  w h ic h  h e  is  p h y s ic a l ly  

u n u s u a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  u n u s u a l ,  s o c ia l ly  u n u s u a l ,  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e  

p r o d u c t  o f  th e s e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  m a y  n o t  r e f le c t  th e  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  th e  

p e r s o n  p o s s e s s e s  p h y s ic a l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  t r a i t s  t h a t  a r e  in d iv id u a l ly  

r a r e  b u t  o f te n  c o m b in e d ,  o r  v ic e  v e r s a .  T h is  c o m p u ta t i o n  w o u ld  th e r e f o r e  

c o u n t  s o m e o n e  w ith  r e d  h a i r  a n d  a  h o t  t e m p e r  a s  d o u b ly  u n u s u a l , e v e n  

i f  th e s e  tw o  u n u s u a l  t r a i t s  t e n d  to  g o  h a n d  in  h a n d ;  a n d  i t  w o u ld  c o r 

r e s p o n d in g ly  u n d e r e s t i m a te  th e  r a r i t y  o f  s o m e o n e  w h o  is  b o t h  b e a u t i f u l  

a n d  m o d e s t .  I n  e s t im a t in g  h o w  p h y s ic a l ly  u n u s u a l  a  p e r s o n  is , w e  d o  ta k e  

a c c o u n t  o f  in t e r a c t io n s  a m o n g  th e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  p h y s ic a l  t r a i t s  ( re d  

h a i r  a n d  f r e c k le s ) ;  in  e s tim a t in g  h o w  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  u n u s u a l  h e  is , w e  

ta k e  a c c o u n t  o f  in t e r a c t io n s  a m o n g  th e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

t r a i t s  ( h o t  t e m p e r  a n d  r o m a n t i c  p a s s io n ) ;  b u t  in  n e i th e r  c a s e  d o  w e  

c o n s id e r  in t e r a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  p h y s ic a l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p r o b a b i l i t i e s .  

B e c a u s e  th e s e  e s t im a te s  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  a r e  th u s  c o n f in e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  

c o n te x ts ,  th e y  c a n n o t  b e  a d d e d  o r  m u l t ip l ie d  to g e th e r .
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I n  s h o r t ,  c a lc u la t in g  s o m e o n e ’s o v e r a l l  w e ll -b e in g  b y  a d d i n g  u p  h is  

p h y s ic a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  w e lf a r e  is  n o  m o r e  a p p r o p r ia te  th a n  c a lc u la t in g  

h o w  u n u s u a l  h e  is b y  c o m p o u n d in g  h is  p h y s ic a l  a n d  e m o t io n a l  q u i r k i 

n e s s . M y  v ie w  is t h a t  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  la c k s  a d d i t iv i ty  f o r  th e  s a m e  

r e a s o n s .  E s t im a te s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  a r e  m a d e  w ith in  a  r e s t r i c te d  

c o n te x t — n a m e ly ,  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  e v e n ts  a n d  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e  

m o m e n t .  H o w  w e ll o f f  s o m e o n e  is  ju d g e d  to  b e  a t  o n e  m o m e n t  d o e s n ’t  

r e f le c t  p o te n t i a l  in te r a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  v a lu e  o f  w h a t  o b ta in s  a n d  

h a p p e n s  th e n  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  e a r l ie r  o r  l a te r  e v e n ts .  H e n c e  e v a lu a t io n s  

m a d e  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  o n e  m o m e n t  c a n n o t  b e  a d d e d  t o  e v a lu a t io n s  m a d e  

in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a n o t h e r .  B e in g  w e ll o f f  o n  tw o  o c c a s io n s  d o e s n ’t  

n e c e s s a r ily  m a k e  a  p e r s o n  d o u b ly  w e ll o f f ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  b e in g  b o th  

p h y s ic a l ly  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  u n u s u a l  m a k e s  h im  d o u b ly  u n u s u a l .

A g a in ,  w e  s h a l l  t e n d  t o  f o r g e t  th i s  l im i t a t io n  o n  e v a lu a t iv e  c a lc u la t io n s  

i f  w e  im a g in e  a n  a m o u n t  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  a s  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  s tu f f ,  

d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  f a c t s  o f  th e  m o m e n t  b u t  th e n  h a v in g  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  

e x i s te n c e  o f  i ts  o w n . I n  r e a l i ty ,  o n e ’s w e ll -b e in g  a t  e a c h  m o m e n t  is a  

r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  f a c t s  o f  th e  m o m e n t  a n d  a l te r n a t iv e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s ;  

a n d  th e r e  is  n o  r e a s o n  to  a s s u m e  t h a t  th e  r e la t io n s  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  f a c t s  to  

th e i r  a l t e r n a t iv e s  d e te r m in e  th e  r e l a t io n  o f  th e  e n t i r e  s u c c e s s io n  to  its  

a l te r n a t iv e s .

M y  c la im  t h a t  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  is  a s s e s s e d  f r o m  a  r e s t r i c te d  p e r 

s p e c t iv e  m ig h t  s e e m  to  u n d e r m in e  m y  e a r l i e r  c la im  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’s s e lf -  

in te r e s t  is  d iv id e d . D o e s n ’t  m y  la te s t  a r g u m e n t  s h o w  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’s 

s y n c h r o n ic  in te re s ts  a r e  d iv id e d  f r o m  h is  d ia c h r o n i c  in te r e s ts  o n ly  in  th e  

s e n s e  t h a t  h is  f in a n c ia l  in te r e s t s ,  s a y ,  a r e  d iv id e d  f r o m  h is  in te r e s ts  a s  a  

w h o le ?  E i t h e r  d iv i s io n ,  o n e  m ig h t  th i n k ,  is  m e re ly  a n  a r t i f a c t  o f  th e  

r e s t r i c t io n s  p la c e d  o n  th e  c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  s y n c h r o n ic  o r  f in a n c ia l  

in te re s ts  a r e  a s s e s s e d :  a  p e r s o n ’s in te r e s t s ,  c o m p r e h e n s iv e ly  c o n s id e r e d ,  

a r e  s t i l l  u n i f i e d .

A l th o u g h  I a g r e e  t h a t  th e  d iv i s io n  b e tw e e n  s y n c h r o n ic  a n d  d ia c h r o n ic  

in te r e s t s  r e s u l t s  f r o m  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  f r o m  w h ic h  

th e y  a r e  a s s e s s e d ,  I  h e s i ta te  to  a s s u m e  t h a t  th e  m o r e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  o f  

th e s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  h a s  e x c lu s iv e  a u t h o r i ty .  I n  th e  c a s e  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s 

f in a n c ia l  in te r e s t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I a m  in c l in e d  to  s a y  t h a t  in s o f a r  a s  th e y  

d iv e rg e  f r o m  h is  in te re s ts  o v e r a l l ,  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  f ig m e n t  o f  

a  r e s t r i c te d  p e r s p e c t iv e  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  ig n o r e d .  A l th o u g h  a  p e r s o n  c a n  • 

l im i t  h is  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  c o n c e r n  to  f in a n c ia l  m a t te r s  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e ,  th e  

r e s u l t in g  v a lu e  ju d g m e n ts ,  e v e n  i f  c o r r e c t ,  h a v e  n o  in d e p e n d e n t  a u t h o r i ty  

o n  w h ic h  to  s ta n d  in  c o m p e t i t io n  w ith  m o r e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  ju d g m e n ts  o f  

h is  in te r e s t s .

A  p e r s o n ’s s y n c h r o n ic  in te r e s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s t r ik e  m e  a s  h a v in g  a n  in d e 

p e n d e n t  c la im  t h a t  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  o v e r r id d e n  b y  t h a t  o f  h is  d ia c h r o n ic
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in te r e s t s .  T h e  r e a s o n ,  I  th i n k ,  is  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  h im s e l f  h a s  b o t h  a  s y n 

c h r o n ic  a n d  a  d ia c h r o n ic  id e n t i ty .  T h e  p e rs p e c t iv e s  f r o m  w h ic h  s y n c h r o n ic  

in te r e s t s  a r e  a s s e s s e d ,  u n l ik e  th e  f in a n c ia l  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  a r e  n o t  o p t i o n a l  

p o in t s  o f  v ie w  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  a d o p t  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e .  

T h e y  a r e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  n e c e s s a r ily  in h a b i t s  a s  h e  p r o c e e d s  

th r o u g h  l i fe ,  p e r s p e c t iv e s  t h a t  a r e  p a r t l y  d e f in i t iv e  o f  w h o  h e  is . A n  

e s s e n tia l  a n d  s ig n i f ic a n t  f e a tu r e  o f  p e r s o n s  is t h a t  th e y  a r e  c r e a tu r e s  w h o  

n a tu r a l ly  liv e  th e i r  liv e s  f r o m  th e  s u c c e s s iv e  v ie w p o in ts  o f  in d iv id u a l  

m o m e n ts ,  a s  w e ll a s  f r o m  a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e ,  d ia c h r o n i c  p o in t  o f  v ie w .

T o  th i n k  t h a t  th e  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  o f  th e s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  m u s t  h a v e  

g r e a t e r  a u t h o r i ty  is , I b e l ie v e ,  to  m i s ta k e  h o w  p e r s p e c t iv e s  b e a r  o n  

q u e s t io n s  o f  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e .  W h e n  w e  c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  c o m p e t in g  

th e o r ie s  a b o u t  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  p h e n o m e n o n ,  th e  m o r e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  

th e o r y  m a y  b e  p r e f e r a b le ,  o th e r  th in g s  b e in g  e q u a l .  B u t  th e  d i f f e r e n t  

p e r s p e c t iv e s  c u r r e n t ly  in  p la y  a r e n ’t  c o m p e t in g  th e o r ie s  a b o u t  th e  s a m e  

p h e n o m e n o n ;  t h e y ’r e  p a r t l y  c o n s t i tu t iv e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p h e n o m e n a — t h a t  

is , d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  o f  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e .  B e c a u s e  w e ll -b e in g  is a  r e la t io n a l  

v a lu e ,  i t  is  c o n s t i tu te d ,  in  p a r t ,  b y  a  p o in t  o f  v ie w — n a m e ly ,  th e  p o in t  o f  

v ie w  in h a b i te d  b y  th e  c r e a tu r e  w h o s e  w e ll -b e in g  is  in  q u e s t io n .  W h a t ’s 

g o o d  f o r  t h a t  c r e a tu r e ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  p o in t  o f  v ie w  i t  

in h a b i t s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  b e in g  th e  p a r t i c u la r  c r e a tu r e  i t  is .

T h u s ,  a l th o u g h  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a  p a r t i c u la r  c r e a tu r e  is  le ss  c o m 

p re h e n s iv e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  th e  e n t i r e  u n iv e rs e , e v a lu a t io n s  r e la t iv e  to  th e  

c r e a tu r e ’s p e r s p e c t iv e  a r e n ’t  a n y  le ss  a u t h o r i ta t iv e  t h a n  th o s e  r e la t iv e  to  

th e  u n iv e r s e ’s p o in t  o f  v ie w . E v a l u a t io n s  r e la t iv e  to  a  p a r t i c u la r  c r e a tu r e ’s 

p e r s p e c t iv e  a r e  a u t h o r i ta t iv e  a b o u t  w h a t ’s g o o d  f o r  t h a t  c r e a tu r e ;  a n d  

w h a t ’s g o o d  f o r  a  p a r t i c u la r  c r e a tu r e  is r e a l ly  a n d  t r u ly  g o o d  f o r  t h a t  

c r e a tu r e ,  e v e n  i f  i t  i s n ’t  g o o d  f o r  th e  u n iv e rs e .  T h e s e  tw o  p e r s p e c t iv e s  

a r e n ’t  tw o  c o m p e t in g  th e o r ie s  a b o u t  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  m o d e  o f  v a lu e ;  

t h e y ’r e  c o n s t i tu t iv e  o f  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  o f  v a lu e .

S im i la r ly , e v a lu a t io n s  f r o m  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a  s in g le  m o m e n t  in  

s o m e o n e ’s l i fe  n e e d n ’t  b e  le ss  a u t h o r i ta t iv e  th a n  th o s e  w h ic h  a r e  r e la t iv e  

to  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  h is  l i fe  a s  a  w h o le .  B o th  a r e  ju d g m e n ts  o f  r e la t io n a l  

v a lu e ,  w h ic h  is  c o n s t i tu te d  in  e i th e r  c a s e  b y  a  p a r t i c u la r  p o in t  o f  v ie w ; 

a n d  e v a lu a t io n s  r e la t iv e  to  e i th e r  p o in t  o f  v ie w  a r e  a u t h o r i ta t iv e  a b o u t  

w h a t ’s g o o d  f r o m  t h a t  p o in t  o f  v ie w .

T h e  q u e s t i o n ,  th e n ,  is  n o t  w h e th e r  w h a t ’s g o o d  f r o m  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  

a  m o m e n t  in  s o m e o n e ’s l i fe  is r e a l ly  g o o d ,  s in c e  i t  r e a l ly  is g o o d  f r o m  

t h a t  p e r s p e c t iv e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  is r a t h e r  w h e th e r  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  in  

q u e s t io n  h a s  a  s u b je c t— w h e th e r  th e r e  r e a l ly  is  a  c r e a tu r e  w h o s e  p e r 

s p e c t iv e  i t  is a n d  w h o  th e r e f o r e  is th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  v a lu e s  i t  c o n s t i tu te s .  

T o  th i s  l a t t e r  q u e s t io n ,  I th i n k ,  th e  a n s w e r  is  y e s . B y  v i r tu e  o f  b e in g  w h o  

y o u  a r e ,  y o u  u n a v o id a b l y  o c c u p y  s u c c e s s iv e  m o m e n ta r y  v ie w p o in ts  a s  

w e ll a s  a  d ia c h r o n i c  o n e ;  a n d  j u s t  a s  w h a t ’s g o o d  f r o m  th e  l a t t e r  v ie w 
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p o in t  is  g o o d  f o r  y o u  a s  p r o ta g o n i s t  o f  a n  o n g o in g  l i fe ,  s o  w h a t ’s g o o d  

f r o m  th e  f o r m e r  v ie w p o in ts  is g o o d  f o r  y o u  a s  s u b je c t  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  

m o m e n ts  w i th in  t h a t  life ."^

N o te  t h a t  in  a r g u in g  f o r  th e  v a l id i ty  o f  s y n c h r o n ic  p e r s p e c t iv e s ,  I a m  

n o t  d e f e n d in g  o r  a t t a c k in g  a n y  th e s i s  a b o u t  t im e  p r e f e r e n c e s /^  I a m  n o t  

t r y in g  to  s h o w  t h a t  o n e  is  e n t i t l e d  to  t a k e  a  g r e a t e r  in te r e s t  in  th e  p r e s e n t  

m o m e n t  t h a n  in  o t h e r  m o m e n ts  in  o n e ’s l i fe .  I n  m y  v ie w , n o  o n e  m o m e n 

t a r y  p e r s p e c t iv e  ta k e s  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  a n y  o th e r .  M y  b r ie f  is o n  b e h a l f  o f  

a l l  m o m e n ta r y  p e r s p e c t iv e s  e q u a l ly ,  a g a i n s t  th e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  th e i r  

d e l iv e r a n c e s  a r e  to  b e  o v e r r id d e n  b y  th o s e  o f  th e  d ia c h r o n ic  p e r s p e c t iv e  

t h a t  s u b s u m e s  th e m . I a m  tr y in g  to  s h o w  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  s o m e th in g  h a s  f o r  

s o m e o n e  in  th e  r e s t r i c te d  c o n t e x t  o f  a  s in g le  m o m e n t  in  h is  l i f e  is  a  v a lu e  

t h a t  g e n u in e ly  a c c ru e s  to  h im  a s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  e v e n  i f  

in t e r a c t i o n s  w i th  e v e n ts  a t  o th e r  t im e s  r e s u l t  in  i ts  d e l iv e r in g  a  d i f f e r e n t  

v a lu e  to  h im  in  h is  c a p a c i ty  a s  th e  p r o ta g o n i s t  o f  a n  e n t i r e  l i f e .  T h e  g o o d  

t h a t  s o m e th in g  d o e s  y o u  n o w  is n o t  j u s t  th e  p h a n t o m  o f  a  r e s t r i c te d  

m e th o d  o f  a c c o u n t in g ;  i t ’s a n  a u t o n o m o u s  m o d e  o f  v a lu e .

I f  I a m  r ig h t  a b o u t  th e  a u t o n o m y  o f  s y n c h r o n ic  in te r e s t s ,  th e n  a  

p e r s o n ’s w e ll -b e in g  a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n t  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p u te d  f r o m  th e  

f r a c t io n  o f  h is  l i f e ’s v a lu e  b e in g  r e a l iz e d  a t  th e  t im e ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  th e  

v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le  c a n  b e  c o m p u te d  f r o m  th e  v a lu e s  o f  i ts  p a r t s .  T o  

a s s e s s  th e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  s o m e o n e  is  c u r r e n t ly  r e c e iv in g  in  t e rm s  o f  th e i r  

s h a r e  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  l i fe  w o u ld  b e  to  e v a lu a te  e v e r y th in g  in  th e  m o r e  

c o m p re h e n s iv e  c o n te x t .  S u c h  a  m e th o d  o f  e v a l u a t io n  m ig h t  b e  a p p r o p r i 

a t e  f o r  T r a l f a m a d o r i a n s ,  w h o  d o n ’t  liv e  o n e  m o m e n t  a t  a  tim e ,^ ^  b u t  i t  

i s n ’t  a p p r o p r ia te  f o r  h u m a n  b e in g s .  J u s t  a s  e v a lu a t in g  a  l i f e  b y  a d d i n g  u p  

th e  v a lu e s  o f  i t s  c o m p o n e n t  m o m e n ts  e n ta i l s  n e g le c t in g  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  

t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e s  th e  u n i t y  o f  th o s e  m o m e n ts ,  s o  e v a lu a t in g  m o m e n ts  in  

a  l i f e  b y  d iv id in g  u p  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le  e n ta il s  n e g le c t in g  th e  p e r 

s p e c t iv e s  t h a t  p re s e r v e  th e i r  in d i v id u a l i ty .  E a c h  m o m e n t  in  a  l i fe  is , 

m o m e n ta r i ly ,  th e  p r e s e n t .  A n d  f o r  a  h u m a n  b e in g ,  th e  p r e s e n t  is  n o t  j u s t  

a n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  a  c o n t in u in g  s to r y ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  th e  s to r y  is j u s t  a  

c o n c a te n a t i o n  o f  m o m e n ts .^ ^

W h a t  i f  a  c r e a tu r e  c a n n o t  a d o p t  a  p e r s p e c t iv e  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e s  a  p a r 

t i c u l a r  c o m b in a t io n  o f  g o o d s ?  H o w  th e n  d o  w e  a s s e s s  w h a t  v a lu e  th e  

c o m b i n a t io n  h a s  f o r  h im  o r  h o w  th e  v a lu e s  o f  i ts  c o m p o n e n ts  in te r a c t?

C o n s id e r  a  n o n h u m a n  a n i m a l ,  s u c h  a s  a  c o w  o r  a  p ig . I a s s u m e  t h a t  a  

c o w  c a n n o t  c o n c e iv e  o f  i t s e l f  a s  a  p e r s is t in g  in d iv id u a l  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  

c a n n o t  c o n c e iv e  o f  i t s e l f  a s  e n jo y in g  d i f f e r e n t  b e n e f i t s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  

m o m e n ts  d u r in g  i ts  l i fe .  W h a t  th e  c o w  c a n n o t  c o n c e iv e ,  i t  c a n n o t  c a r e  

a b o u t ;  a n d  s o  a  c o w  c a n n o t  c a r e  a b o u t  w h ic h  s e q u e n c e s  o f  m o m e n ta r y  

g o o d s  i t  e n jo y s .  T h e  c o w  c a n n o t  c a r e  tw ic e  a s  m u c h  a b o u t  f a r in g  w e ll a t
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tw o  d i s t i n c t  t im e s  t h a n  i t  c a r e s  a b o u t  f a r in g  w e ll r ig h t  n o w — n o t  b e c a u s e  

i t  c a n  c a r e  o n ly  le ss  t h a n  tw ic e  a s  m u c h ,  b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  i t  c a n n o t  c a r e  

a t  a l l ,  b e in g  u n a b le  to  c o n c e iv e  o f  i t s e l f  a s  p e r s is t in g  th r o u g h  a  s e q u e n c e  

o f  b e n e f i t s .

T h e  u p s h o t  is t h a t  a n y  ju d g m e n t  w e  m a k e  a b o u t  th e  v a lu e  t h a t  a  

p a r t i c u la r  s e q u e n c e  o f  b e n e f i t s  h a s  f o r  a  c o w  w ill b e a r  n o  r e l a t io n  t o  h o w  

th e  c o w  w o u ld  o r  s h o u ld  o r  e v e n  c o u ld  fe e l a b o u t  t h a t  s e q u e n c e  o f  

b e n e f i t s .  A n d  th i s  r e s u l t  s e e m s  in c o m p a t i b le  w ith  e v e n  a  w e a k  f o r m  o f  

in t e r n a l i s m  a b o u t  v a lu e ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  a t  l e a s t  r u le  o u t  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  

s o m e th in g  c a n  b e  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d  f o r  a  s u b je c t  i f  h e  is c o n s t i tu t io n a l ly  

in c a p a b le  o f  c a r in g  a b o u t  i t .  I a m  n o t  s y m p a th e t ic  to  s t r o n g e r  v e r s io n s  o f  

in t e r n a l i s m ,  w h ic h  m a k e  a  t h i n g ’s in t r in s ic  v a lu e  f o r  s o m e o n e  c o n t in g e n t  

o n  h is  b e in g  d i s p o s e d  to  c a r e  a b o u t  i t  u n d e r  s p e c if ie d  o r  s p e c i f ia b le  

c o n d i t io n s ;  b u t  I a m  in c l in e d  to  th i n k  t h a t  u n le s s  a  s u b je c t  h a s  th e  b a r e  

c a p a c ity ,  th e  e q u i p m e n t ,  to  c a re  a b o u t  s o m e th in g  u n d e r  s o m e  c o n d i t io n s  

o r  o th e r ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d  f o r  h i m . ^

O f  c o u r s e ,  w e  c a n  a d o p t  y e t  a  w e a k e r  f o r m  o f  in t e r n a l i s m ,  w h ic h  

a l lo w s  f o r  in t r in s ic  g o o d s  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  c a n n o t  c a re  a b o u t ,  s o  lo n g  a s  

th e y  a r e  c o m p o u n d e d  o u t  o f  g o o d s  t h a t  h e  c a n .  B u t  th is  v e r s io n  o f  

in t e r n a l i s m  w ill b e  u n s ta b le ,  f o r  tw o  r e a s o n s .

O n e  r e a s o n  is  t h a t  th i s  v e r s io n  w ill c o m m it  u s  to  c o n s t r a i n  s o m e  o f  o u r  

ju d g m e n ts  a b o u t  in t r in s ic  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e  w ith in  th e  b o u n d s  o f  i n t e r n a l 

is m  ^ n d  y e t  to  m a k e  o th e r ,  s im i la r  ju d g m e n ts  t h a t  e x c e e d  th e  s a m e  

b o u n d s .  I f  w e  a s s u m e  t h a t  w h a t  c a n n o t  b e  o f  c o n c e r n  to  a  c r e a tu r e  c a n  

n e v e r th e le s s  h a v e  in t r in s ic  v a lu e  f o r  t h a t  c r e a tu r e ,  p r o v id e d  t h a t  i t  is 

d iv i s ib le  in to  c o m p o n e n ts  t h a t  c a n  b e  o f  c o n c e r n ,  th e n  w e  s h a l l  n e e d  to  

a d o p t  s o m e  m e th o d  f o r  c o m b in in g  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  c o m p o n e n ts .  I n  

o r d e r  to  a d d  u p  th e  m o m e n ta r y  g o o d s  e n j o y e d  b y  a  c o w ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  w e  

s h a l l  h a v e  to  m a k e  s o m e  a s s u m p t io n  a b o u t  h o w  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th o s e  g o o d s  

in te r a c t ,  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  c o m p u t e  th e i r  c o m b in e d  v a lu e .  A n d  th i s  a s s u m p 

t i o n  w ill c o n s t i tu te  a n o t h e r  ju d g m e n t  o f  in t r in s ic  r e l a t io n a l  v a lu e .  T o  

s u p p o s e  t h a t  a  c o w ’s m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  c o n s i s t s  in  th i s  o r  t h a t  

f e a tu r e  o f  i ts  c u r r e n t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  is  o n e  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t ;  b u t  to  

s u p p o s e  t h a t  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  c o w ’s g o o d  m o m e n ts  c a n  b e  c o m b in e d  in  

th i s  o r  t h a t  w a y  is  a  f u r th e r  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t ,  a  ju d g m e n t  to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  

tw o  m o m e n ts  c o n t a in in g  th e  r e l e v a n t  f e a tu r e  a r e  th i s  m u c h  o r  t h a t  m u c h  

b e t te r  f o r  th e  c o w  t h a n  o n e .

W h e t h e r  w e  s a y  t h a t  o n e  m o m e n t  o f  s u c h - a n d - s u c h  a  k in d  is g o o d  f o r  

a  c o w ,  o r  t h a t  tw o  s u c h  m o m e n ts  a r e  th u s - a n d - s o  m u c h  b e t te r  f o r  th e  

c o w ,  w e  a r e  m a k in g  a  ju d g m e n t  o f  in t r in s ic  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e .  Y e t  th e  

p r o p o s e d  v e r s io n  o f  in te r n a l i s m  w ill s a y  t h a t  th e  v a l id i ty  o f  th e  f o r m e r  

ju d g m e n t  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  c o w ’s a b i l i ty  to  c a re  a b o u t  th e  o b je c t  o f  e v a lu 

a t io n ,  w h e r e a s  th e  v a l id i ty  o f  th e  l a t t e r  d o e s  n o t .  O n  w h a t  g r o u n d s  c a n  

th i s  d i s t i n c t io n  b e  d r a w n ?  S u r e ly ,  w h a te v e r  in tu i t iv e  r e a s o n s  w e  h a v e  f o r
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a p p ly in g  th e  in te r n a l i s t  c o n s t r a i n t  to  th e  f i r s t  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t  a r e  l ik e ly  to  

b e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a p p ly in g  i t  to  th e  s e c o n d .

A n o th e r ,  r e la te d  in s ta b i l i ty  in  th e  r e s u l t in g  v ie w  is  t h a t  i t  is a t  o d d s  

w i th  a  f u n d a m e n ta l  in tu i t i o n  a b o u t  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e — n a m e ly ,  t h a t  th e  

v a lu e  s o m e th in g  h a s  f o r  a  p a r t i c u la r  c r e a tu r e  is, s o m e h o w  g r o u n d e d  in  o r  

d e te r m in e d  b y  t h a t  c r e a t u r e ’s p o in t  o f  v iew .^^  I n s o f a r  a s  w e  c o m m it  

o u r s e lv e s  to  c o m b in in g  th e  v a lu e s  a c c r u in g  to  a  s u b je c t  f r o m  g o o d s  

w h o s e  c o m b in a t i o n s  e x c e e d  h is  c o m p r e h e n s io n ,  w e  s h a l l  f in d  o u r s e lv e s  

m a k in g  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e  ju d g m e n ts  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a p p r o p r ia te l y  r e la te d  to  

th e  s u b je c t ’s p e r s p e c t iv e .  T h e r e  is n o th in g  a b o u t  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a  c o w  

t h a t  s u p p o r t s  o n e  a s s u m p t i o n  r a th e r  th a n  a n o t h e r  a b o u t  h o w  th e  v a lu e  o f  

tw o  m o m e n ta r y  b e n e f i t s  s ta n d s  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  e i th e r  b e n e f i t  a lo n e ,  g iv e n  

t h a t  s e q u e n c e s  o f  s u c h  b e n e f i t s  a r e  b e y o n d  th e  c o w ’s k e n  a n d  th u s ,  a s  i t  

w e re ,  n o t h i n g  to  th e  c o w .  T h e  c o m b in e d  v a lu e  w o u ld  th e r e f o r e  h a v e  n o  

c la im  to  r e p r e s e n t  w h a t ’s g o o d  f o r  th e  c o w ,  o r  w h a t ’s g o o d  f r o m  th e  

c o w ’s perspec tive ."^^

N o te  t h a t  th i s  p r o b le m  is e q u a l ly  a c u te  f o r  a l l  p o s s ib le  a s s u m p t io n s  

a b o u t  h o w  th e  c o w ’s m o m e n ta r y  b e n e f i t s  s h o u ld  b e  c o m b in e d .  E v e n  th e  

a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  tw o  e q u a l ly  g o o d  m o m e n ts  in  th e  c o w ’s l i fe  a r e  tw ic e  a s  

v a lu a b le  a s  o n e  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  f l a t  c u r v e  o f  m a r g in a l  v a lu e ;^ ^  a n d  th i s  

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  h a s  n o  b a s is  in  th e  c o w ’s p o in t  o f  v ie w . S u c h  a  s t r a i g h t 

f o r w a r d  m e th o d  o f  a d d in g  b e n e f i t s  m a y  h a v e  th e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  s im p l ic i ty  

a n d  s a l ie n c e  in  c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  o th e r  m e t h o d s ,  b u t  th e s e  a d v a n ta g e s  

s h o u ld n ’t  b e  m i s ta k e n  f o r  t r u t h .  I n  r e s p e c t  to  t r u t h ,  a n y  m e th o d  o f  

c o m b in in g  th e  v a lu e s  o f  a  c o w ’s g o o d  a n d  b a d  m o m e n ts  w ill b e  p u r e ly  

a r b i t r a r y  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  d e f e c t iv e ,  in s o f a r  a s  i t  f a ils  to  r e p r e s e n t  w h a t  

v a lu e s  th in g s  h a v e  s p e c if ic a l ly  f o r  th e  c o w  r a th e r  t h a n  f r o m  s o m e  o th e r  

p e r s p e c t iv e .

I t h e r e f o r e  th i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u ld  r e f u s e  to  c o m b in e  th e  m o m e n ta r y  

b e n e f i t s  a n d  h a r m s  a c c ru in g  to  a  c o w ; w e  s h o u ld  c o n c lu d e ,  in s te a d ,  t h a t  

a  c o w  c a n  f a r e  w e ll o r  ill o n ly  a t  p a r t i c u la r  m o m e n ts .  G o o d  a n d  b a d  

th in g s  c a n  b e f a l l  a  c o w ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  g o o d  o r  b a d  f o r  i t  o n ly  a t  p a r t i c u la r  

t im e s  a n d  th u s  b e a r  o n ly  a  t im e - in d e x e d  s o r t  o f  v a lu e .  T h e r e  is  n o  t im e 

le ss  d im e n s io n  o f  v a lu e  a lo n g  w h ic h  th e  c o w  p r o g r e s s e s  b y  u n d e r g o in g  

s u c c e s s iv e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  h a r m s .  H e n c e  th e  v a r io u s  b e n e f i t s  a c c ru in g  to  a  

c o w  a t  d i f f e r e n t  m o m e n ts  m u s t  n o t  a d d  u p  t o  a n y th in g  a t  a l l ,  n o t  e v e n  to  

z e r o :  th e y  m u s t  s im p ly  b e  u n a v a i la b l e  f o r  a d d i t io n .

A s  b e f o r e ,  i f  w e  im a g in e  th e  c o w ’s m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  a s  a  c o m 

m o d i t y ,  th e n  w e  s h a l l  b e  p u z z le d  b y  th e  c la im  t h a t  a m o u n ts  o f  th i s  

c o m m o d i t y  c a n n o t  b e  a d d e d  to g e th e r .  B u t o n c e  w e  r e a l iz e  t h a t  th e  c o w ’s 

m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  is  a  r e l a t io n  t h a t  th e  c o w ’s c u r r e n t  s ta t e  b e a r s  to  

o th e r  p o s s ib le  s ta te s ,  th e  a i r  o f  m y s te r y  is  d is p e l le d .  F o r  th e r e  is  n o th in g  

o d d  a b o u t  th e  s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  a  r e la t io n  o b ta in in g  b e tw e e n  m o m e n ta r y  

s ta te s  o f  a  c o w  c a n n o t  o b ta in  b e tw e e n  s e q u e n c e s  o f  th o s e  s ta te s .  O n e
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m o m e n t  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  o r  w o r s e  f o r  a  c o w  t h a n  a n o t h e r  m o m e n t ,  b u t  o n e  

s e q u e n c e  o f  m o m e n ts  c a n n o t  b e  b e t te r  f o r  a  c o w  t h a n  a n o t h e r  s e q u e n c e ,  

b e c a u s e  a  c o w  c a n n o t  c a re  a b o u t  e x te n d e d  p e r io d s  in  i ts  l i fe .  T h is  

c o n c lu s io n  s e e m s  m y s te r io u s  o n ly  i f  w e  im a g in e  o n e  m o m e n t  a s  b e t te r  f o r  

th e  c o w  t h a n  a n o t h e r  b y  v i r tu e  o f  c o n t a in in g  m o r e  o f  a  s p e c ia l  s t u f f  t h a t  

c a n n o t  h e lp  b u t  a c c u m u la te .

F o r  a  lo w e r  a n im a l,  th e n ,  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  fa ils  n o t  o n ly  o f  a d d i tiv i ty  

b u t  o f  c u m u la b i l i ty  b y  a n y  a l g o r i t h m  a t  a l l .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  to t a l i ty  o f  

th i s  s u b je c t ’s l i fe  s im p ly  h a s  n o  v a lu e  f o r  h im ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c a n n o t  c a re  

a b o u t  i t  a s  s u c h ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  i ts  c o n s t i tu e n t  m o m e n ts ,  w h ic h  h e  c a n  c a r e  

a b o u t ,  h a v e  v a lu e s  t h a t  d o n ’t  a c c u m u la te .

T h is  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a  lo w e r  a n i m a l ’s in te r e s t s  is  s u p p o r te d ,  I th i n k ,  b y  

i ts  f r u i t f u ln e s s  in  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  o u r  in t u i t io n s  a b o u t  th e  m o r a l  d if f e r e n c e  

b e tw e e n  k i l l in g  a n im a ls  a n d  k i l l in g  p e o p le .  F o r  in  r e l a t io n  to  a n  a n i m a l ’s 

in te r e s t s ,  a s  I h a v e  n o w  d e s c r ib e d  th e m ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  E p ic u r e a n  a r g u 

m e n ts  a b o u t  d e a t h  a r e  c o r r e c t .  T h a t  is , th e r e  is  n o  m o m e n t  a t  w h ic h  a  

c o w  c a n  b e  b a d ly  o f f  b e c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ,  s in c e  (a s  L u c r e t iu s  w o u ld  p u t  it)  

w h e r e  d e a t h  is , th e  c o w  i s n ’t;"̂ ® a n d  i f  th e r e  is n o  m o m e n t  a t  w h ic h  a  c o w  

is  h a r m e d  b y  d e a t h ,  th e n  i t  c a n n o t  b e  h a r m e d  b y  d e a t h  a t  a l l .  A  p r e m a tu r e  

d e a t h  d o e s n ’t  r o b  th e  c o w  o f  th e  c h a n c e  to  a c c u m u la te  m o r e  m o m e n ta r y  

w e ll -b e in g ,  s in c e  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  i s n ’t  c u m u la b le  f o r  a  c o w ; n o r  

c a n  a  p r e m a tu r e  d e a th  d e t r a c t  f r o m  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  c o w ’s l i fe  a s  a  w h o le ,  

s in c e  a  c o w  h a s  n o  in te r e s t  in  i ts  l i fe  a s  a  w h o le ,  b e in g  u n a b le  t o  c a r e  

a b o u t  w h a t  s o r t  o f  l i fe  i t  liv e s .

O f  c o u r s e ,  a  p e r s o n  c a n  c a r e  a b o u t  w h a t  h is  l i fe  s to r y  is l ik e ,  a n d  a  

p r e m a tu r e  d e a t h  c a n  s p o i l  th e  s to r y  o f  h is  l i fe .  H e n c e  d e a t h  c a n  h a r m  

a  p e r s o n  b u t  i t  c a n n o t  h a r m  a  co w .^ ^

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ic h ig a n  

A n n  A r b o r ,  M ic h ig a n

N O T E S

1 F o r  c o m m e n ts  o n  e a r l ie r  d r a f t s  o f  th i s  p a p e r ,  I a m  in d e b te d  to  E liz a b e th  A n d e r s o n ,  

F r e d  F e ld m a n ,  J o n a th a n  L e a r ,  B r ia n  L e i te r ,  P e te r  R a i l to n ,  C o n n ie  R o s a t i ,  M ic h a e l S lo te ,  

a n d  N ic h o la s  W h ite .

2 I n  th is  p a p e r  I a s s u m e  th a t  a  p e r s o n ’s w e l f a r e  is  d e f in e d  b y  h is  in te r e s ts ,  o r  w h a t ’s g o o d  

f o r  h im .  A c c o r d in g  t o  s o m e  th e o r ie s  o f  th e  g o o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  p e r s o n  c a n  h a v e  in te r e s ts  t h a t  

d o  n o t  b e a r  o n  h is  w e ll -b e in g ,  s in c e  h is  in te re s t s  a r e  n o t  a l l  s e l f - r e g a rd in g ,  a n d  h is  w e ll 

b e in g  d e p e n d s  o n ly  o n  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  s e l f - r e g a r d in g  in te r e s ts .  T h e s e  th e o r ie s  im p ly  th a t  

w h a t  h a s  v a lu e  f o r  a  p e r s o n  a n d  w h a t  im p ro v e s  th a t  p e r s o n ’s w e l f a r e  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  

c o e x te n s iv e .

I n  m y  v ie w , p r o p o n e n t s  o f  s u c h  th e o r ie s  s h o u ld  re c o g n iz e  tw o  d i s t in c t  w a y s  o f  m e a s u r in g  

th e  r e l a t io n a l  v a lu e  a t t a c h in g  to  a  p e r s o n ’s l ife : f i r s t ,  th e  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  th e  l if e  f u lf i lls  th e
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p e r s o n ’s in te re s t s ,  b r o a d ly  c o n s t r u e d ;  a n d  s e c o n d ,  th e  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  th e  l i f e  f u lf i lls  th e  

p e r s o n ’s s e l f - in te re s t ,  o r  w e l f a r e  in te re s t s .  A l th o u g h  I ig n o r e  th i s  d i s t in c t io n ,  I b e l ie v e  th a t  

i t  c o u ld  b e  in t r o d u c e d  in t o  m y  a rg u m e n ts  w i th  o n ly  a  lo s s  o f  s im p lic i ty .

( T h a n k s  to  P e te r  R a i l to n  f o r  b r in g in g  th i s  p o in t  to  m y  a t te n t i o n . )

3 H e n c e f o r t h  I s h a ll  f r e q u e n t ly  d r o p  th e  m o d i f ie r  a n d  s p e a k  s im p ly  a b o u t  th e  v a lu e  o f  

s o m e o n e ’s lif e .  I n  a l l  c a se s ,  h o w e v e r ,  I s h a ll  b e  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  w e l f a r e  v a lu e  o f  th e  

l if e — th a t  is , h o w  w e ll i t  g o e s  f o r  th e  p e r s o n  l iv in g  i t — r a t h e r  t h a n  to  its  b e in g  m o r a l ly  

p r a i s e w o r th y ,  a e s th e tic a lly  p le a s in g , o r  e n d o w e d  w i th  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  (S e e  a l s o  n o te s  8 a n d  18 

b e lo w .)  I s h a ll  a l s o  r e f e r  to  th e  w e l f a r e  v a lu e  o f  s o m e o n e ’s l i f e  a s  h is  “ l if e t im e  w e l l -b e in g .”

4 A m a r ty a  S e n  in te r p r e t s  th e  p h r a s e  ‘b e in g  w e ll o f f ’ a s  r e f e r r in g  to  s o m e th in g  o th e r  t h a n  

w e ll -b e in g .  “ T h e  f o r m e r , ” h e  s a y s ,  “ is re a lly  a  c o n c e p t  o f  o p u le n c e ” ( “ W e ll-B e in g  a n d  

F r e e d o m ,” th e  s e c o n d  le c tu r e  in  “ W e ll-B e in g ,  A g e n c y  a n d  F re e d o m :  T h e  D e w e y  L e c tu r e s  

1 9 8 4 ,” Journa l o f  P h ilo sophy  (1 9 8 5 ), 82 : 195 f f . ) .  W i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r ily  r e je c t in g  S e n ’s 

in tu i t io n s  a b o u t  th e  m e a n in g s  o f  th e s e  te rm s  in  o r d in a r y  p a r la n c e ,  I s h a ll  s t ip u la te ,  f o r  th e  

p u r p o s e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p a p e r ,  th a t  ‘b e in g  w e ll o f f ’ r e f e r s  to  th e  s ta te  o f  h a v in g  w e ll-b e in g .

5 T h is  s ta te m e n t  r e q u i r e s  o n e  m in o r  q u a l i f i c a t io n .  I c a n  im a g in e  a  k in d  o f  l i f e  w h o s e  

w e l f a r e  v a lu e  w o u ld  b e  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  a m o u n t  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e l f a r e  a c c r u in g  to  its  

s u b je c t .  T h is  w o u ld  b e  a  l i f e  w i th  v i r tu a l ly  n o  n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  a t  a l l— s a y ,  th e  l i f e  o f  

s o m e o n e  w h o  is m a in ta in e d ,  f r o m  b i r th  to  d e a th ,  in  a  s ta te  o f  s e m ic o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  

in a c t iv i ty . T h a t  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e  w o u ld  b e  o n ly  a s  g o o d  a s  th e  s u m  o f  i ts  g o o d  a n d  b a d  

m o m e n ts  is  p e r f e c t ly  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  m y  c la im  th a t  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e  is n o t  in general a  f u n c t io n  

o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g .

6 I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  J a m e s  G r i f f i n  d e n ie s  a d d i t iv i ty  in  th i s  s e n se . H e  in i t ia l ly  s a y s ,  “ W e  c a n  

n e v e r  r e a c h  f in a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  w a y s  o f  li f e  b y  to t t in g  u p  lo ts  o f  s m a ll ,  s h o r t - t e r m  u t il it ie s .  

. . .  I t  h a s  to  t a k e  a  g lo b a l  f o r m :  th i s  w a y  o f  l iv in g ,  a l l  in  a l l ,  is b e t te r  t h a n  t h a t ” {Well- 

Being: I ts  M ean ing, M easu rem en t a nd  M ora l Im po r tance  {0 \iox& . C la r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  198 6 ), 

p p .  3 4 - 3 5 ) .  B u t G r i f f i n  th e n  g o e s  o n  to  s a y  th a t  th e  v a lu e s  o f  a  l i f e ’s c o m p o n e n ts  s h o u ld  

b e  a s s e s s e d  in  t e rm s  o f  th e  c o m p o n e n ts ’ c o n t r i b u t io n s  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le ,  in  s u c h  a  

w a y  th a t  “ a g g r e g a t io n ” is  p r e s e rv e d  (se e  e s p .  p .  3 6 ) . T h u s ,  G r i f f in ’s o b je c t io n  to  th e  

“ to t t i n g - u p  m o d e l , ” a s  h e  c a lls  i t ,  is  a n  o b je c t io n  to  c o m p u t in g  v a lu e s  b y  c o m p o s i t io n  

r a t h e r  th a n  d e c o m p o s i t io n .  (S e e  a l s o  p p .  8 8 , 1 0 4 - 1 0 5 ,  1 4 4 - 1 4 6 .)

T h e  n o t io n  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l if e  d e p e n d s  o n  i ts  n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  a p p e a r s  in  m a n y  

w o rk s ,  in c lu d in g  A la s d a i r  M a c I n ty r e ’s A fte r  V irtue  ( N o t r e  D a m e : U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N o t r e  

D a m e  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 ), C h a p te r  15; a n d  C h a r le s  T a y lo r ’s Sources o f  the  Self: The M aking  o f  

the  M odern  Id en ti ty  ( C a m b r id g e : H a r v a r d  U n iv e r s ity  P r e s s ,  198 9 ), p p .  47  f f .

8 M ic h a e l S lo te  h a s  p o in te d  o u t  to  m e  t h a t  m y  v ie w  is  a t  r i sk  o f  b e in g  c o n f u s e d  w i th  a  

v ie w  s o m e tim e s  a t t r ib u te d  t o  N ie tz s c h e ,  to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  l i t e r a r y  o r  a e s th e t ic  c o n s id e r a t io n s  

d e te r m in e  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l if e . (S e e  A le x a n d e r  N e h a m a s ,  N ietzsche: L i fe  as L itera ture  

( C a m b r id g e : H a r v a r d  U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s ,  1 9 8 5 ).)  I a m  g r a te f u l  to  B r ia n  L e i te r  f o r  g u id a n c e  

o n  th i s  s u b je c t .

^  O u r  p re fe re n c e s  a m o n g  t r e n d s  in  w e ll -b e in g  a r e  n o t  c o n f in e d  to  th a t  f o r  im p r o v e m e n t  

o v e r  d e te r i o r a t i o n .  I  th in k  t h a t  o n e  m a y  h a v e  r e a s o n  to  p r e f e r  v a r ie ty  a n d  in te n s i ty  to  

c o n s is te n c y  a n d  m o d e r a t io n — t h a t  is , a  l i f e  o f  g r e a t  jo y s  a n d  s o r ro w s  to  o n e  o f  u n in te r 

r u p te d  c o n te n tm e n t— e v e n  i f  th e  s u m  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  w e re  th e  s a m e  in  b o th  liv e s ; 

o r  th e r e  m a y  b e  r e a s o n s  s u p p o r t in g  th e  o p p o s i te  p r e f e r e n c e .  ( A m a r ty a  S e n  f a v o r s  e q u a li ty  

o f  w e ll -b e in g  a m o n g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  m o m e n ts  in  o n e ’s l i f e .  S ee  “ U t i l i t a r ia n i s m  a n d  W e l f a r 

i s m ,”  Journa l o f  P h ilo sophy  (1 9 7 0 ), 7 6 , p p .  4 0 7  f . ) .  A s  I h a v e  s a id ,  m y  a r g u m e n t  d o e s n ’t  

d e p e n d  o n  s h o w in g  o n e  s u c h  p r e f e r e n c e  to  b e  m o r e  r a t io n a l  th a n  a n o th e r .  I a m  a r g u in g  

a g a in s t  a  v ie w  t h a t  w o u ld  d e n y  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  r e a s o n s  s u p p o r t in g  e i th e r  p r e f e r e n c e ,  g iv e n  

th e  e q u a l  a m o u n ts  o f  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  a c c u m u la te d  in  th e  tw o  liv e s .

T h e  p o in t  m a d e  in  th i s  p a r a g r a p h  is  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  C o n n ie  R o s a t i ,  w h o  m a k e s  i t  in  a  

s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  c o n te x t .  S ee  h e r  “ M o r ta l i ty ,  A g e n c y ,  a n d  R e g r e t” ( fo r th c o m in g ) .
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R o s a t i  h a s  p o in te d  o u t  to  m e  th a t  p e o p le  s o m e tim e s  r e g r e t  h a v in g  s ta r te d  to o  la te  o n  a  

p a r t i c u la r  c a r e e r  o r  r e la t io n s h ip ,  a s  i f  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e i r  liv e s  h a s  b e e n  p e r m a n e n t ly  r e d u c e d  

b y  th i s  d e la y  in  th e i r  su c c e ss  o r  h a p p in e s s .  B u t I a m  n o t  c o m m itte d  to  d e n y in g  th a t  th e r e  

c a n  e v e r  b e  a  b a d  s t a r t  th a t  p e r m a n e n t ly  d e p r e s s e s  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l if e . I a m  c o m m it te d  

o n ly  to  d e n y in g  th a t  e a r ly  m is f o r tu n e s  n e c e s s a r ily  d e p r e s s  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s l i f e ,  a s  th e y  

n e c e s s a r ily  w o u ld  i f  w e ll-b e in g  w e re  a d d i t iv e .

W h a t ’s m o r e ,  I s u s p e c t  th a t  th e  v ie w  o f  w e ll -b e in g  a s  a d d i t iv e  c a n n o t  p r o p e r ly  a c c o u n t  

f o r  th e  c a se s  th a t  R o s a t i  h a s  in  m in d .  W h a t  th e s e  p e o p le  r e g r e t  is  n o t  th e  le v e l o f  w e ll-b e in g  

th a t  th e y  e n jo y e d  in  y o u th  b u t  r a t h e r  th e ir  d e la y  in  e m b a r k in g  o n  a  p a r t i c u la r  p r o je c t  th a t  

(a s  th e y  n o w  r e a liz e )  w ill p r o v id e  a n  im p o r ta n t  th e m e  o r  p lo t  f o r  th e i r  l i f e ’s s to r y .  H e n c e  

th e ir  r e g r e t s  c a n  b e  u n d e r s to o d  o n ly  a s  a n  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  th e  n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e i r  

liv e s .

I n  Goods a nd  V irtues  ( O x f o rd :  C la r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3 ), o r ig in a lly  p u b li s h e d  in  Pacific  

Philosoph ica l Q uarterly  (1 9 8 2 ), 6 3 : 3 1 1 -3 2 6 . R e c e n t ly  th e  a d d i t iv i ty  o f  w e ll -b e in g  h a s  a l so  

b e e n  c h a l le n g e d  b y  J o h n  B ig e lo w , J o h n  C a m p b e l l ,  a n d  R o b e r t  P a r g e t t e r ,  in  “ D e a th  a n d  

W e ll- B e in g ” {Pacific P h ilosoph ica l Quarterly  (1 9 9 0 ), 7 1 : 119).

N ic k  W h i te  h a s  p o in te d  o u t  to  m e  th a t  a n  e a r ly  a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  th e  a d d i t iv i ty  o f  w e ll 

b e in g  a p p e a r s  in  C . I .  VeWis's A n  A na ly sis o f  K now ledge and  Valuation  ( L a  S a lle ,  I L :  O p e n  

C o u r t  P u b l i s h in g  C o . ,  1 9 4 6 ), C h a p te r  X V I .  I n  r e a d in g  L e w is ,  I h a v e  d i f f ic u l ty  s e p a r a t in g  

(1 ) th e  c la im  th a t  th e  ju x t a p o s i t io n  o f  e v e n ts  in  a  l i f e  a f f e c t s  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le ;  (2 ) th e  

c la im  th a t  i t  a f f e c t s  th e  in t r in s ic  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  e v e n ts  th e m s e lv e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  c o lo r e d  b y  

th e  r e c o l le c tio n  a n d  a n t ic i p a t io n  o f  o th e r  e v e n ts ;  a n d  (3 ) th e  c la im  th a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  li f e  

d e p e n d s  o n  its  c h a r a c te r  a s  a  d ia c h r o n ic  experience  th a t  is n o t  r e d u c ib le  to  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  

m o m e n ta r y  e x p e r ie n c e s .  M y  d e f e n s e  o f  (1 ) d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  o n  c la im s  l ik e  (2 ) o r  (3 ). M y  

a rg u m e n t  c a n  th u s  b e  v ie w e d  a s  a  g e n e r a l iz a t io n  o f  L e w is ’s , in  w h ic h  I a b s t r a c t  f r o m  

L e w is ’s e x p e r ie n tia l  c o n c e p t io n  o f  v a lu e .

Pp.  23- 24.

13 E .g . ,  w h e n  s a y in g  th a t  “ a  g o o d  m a y  i t s e l f  b e  g r e a te r  f o r  c o m in g  la te  r a th e r  t h a n  e a r ly  

in  l i f e ” {ibid., p .  2 5 ) .

14 The M e th od s o f  E th ics  ( I n d ia n a p o l i s :  H a c k e t t  P u b l is h in g  C o . ,  1 9 8 1 ), p .  3 8 1 .

15 P.  23.

16 H e r e  I a m  a s s u m in g  th a t  th e  v e il o f  ig n o r a n c e  d e p r iv e s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  in f o r m a t io n  

a b o u t  h is  c u r r e n t  a g e .  F o r  i f  h e  k n e w  th a t  h e  w a s  c u r r e n t ly  in  h is  f o r t i e s ,  th e n  h e  m a y  h a v e  a  

p r e f e r e n c e  a r i s in g  o u t  o f  w h a t  P a r f i t  c a lls  th e  b ia s  to w a r d  th e  f u tu r e  {Reasons a nd  P ersons  

( O x f o r d :  C la r e n d o n  P re s s ,  1 9 8 4 ), p p .  165 f f . ) .  N o te ,  th e n ,  th a t  th e  t im e  p r e f e r e n c e s  

c o n s id e r e d  b y  S lo te  a re  d i f f e r e n t  in  s t r u c t u r e  f r o m  th o s e  c o n s id e re d  b y  P a r f i t .  P a r f i t  is 

c o n c e r n e d  w i th  a  p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  p a s t  a n d  f u tu r e ,  w h e r e a s  S lo te  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a  

p r e f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  e a r ly  a n d  la te .  A s  th e  s u b je c t 's  t e m p o r a l  r e la t io n  to  a n  e v e n t  c h a n g e s ,  

th e  f o r m e r  p r e f e r e n c e  y ie ld s  a  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  th e  e v e n t ,  b u t  th e  l a t t e r  d o e s  n o t .

C o n n ie  R o s a t i  h a s  su g g e s te d  to  m e  th a t  a  p e r s o n  m ig h t  p r e f e r  e a r li e r  su c c e s s  b e c a u s e  it  

w o u ld  b e  a  s ig n  o f  g e n iu s .  B u t th i s  s u g g e s t io n  s t r ik e s  m e  a s  o n ly  p r o v in g  m y  p o in t .  T h e  

p e r s o n  s o  d e s c r ib e d  w o u ld  n o t  p r e f e r  e a r l ie r  su c c e ss  m e re ly  b y  v i r tu e  o f  i ts  t im in g ; h e  w o u ld  

p r e f e r  i t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  h e  v a lu e s  th e  m e a n in g  o f  s o m e  s to r y  th a t  i ts  e a r ly  o c c u r r e n c e  w o u ld  

su b s e rv e .

17 B ig e lo w , C a m p b e l l ,  a n d  P a r g e t t e r  a l s o  e x p re s s  d o u b ts  a b o u t  S lo te ’s t r e a tm e n t  o f  th i s  

c a se . S ee  “ D e a th  a n d  W e ll - B e in g ,” p p .  1 2 2 -1 2 3 .

18 T o  s a y  th a t  th e  m e a n in g  o f  a n  e v e n t  d e te r m in e s  i ts  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  valjiie o f  o n e ’s 

l i f e  is n o t  to  e q u a te  a  v a lu a b le  l i f e  w ith  a  m e a n in g f u l  o n e .  T o  b e  s u r e ,  m e a n in g fu ln e s s  is a  

v a lu a b le  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  in  a  li f e ,  a n d  i t ,  to o ,  is  p r o b a b l y  a  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  l i f e ’s n a r r a t i v e  

s t r u c tu r e .  B u t w e  c a n  c o n c e iv e  o f  m e a n in g f u l  liv e s  th a t  a r e n ’t  p a r t i c u la r ly  g o o d  o n e s  f o r  th e  

p e o p le  w h o  liv e  th e m ;  a n d  w e  m a y  b e  a b le  to  c o n c e iv e  o f  g o o d  liv e s  th a t  a r e n ’t  p a r t i c u la r ly  

m e a n in g f u l .  W h a t ’s m o r e ,  th e  m e a n in g ,  o r  n a r r a t i v e  r o le ,  th a t  d e te r m in e s  a n  e v e n t ’s
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c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a  l i f e ’s v a lu e ,  in  m y  v ie w , m u s t  n o t  b e  c o n f u s e d  w i th  th e  e v e n t ’s m e a n in g 

f u ln e s s ,  in  th e  e v a lu a t iv e  s e n se . T o  s a y  th a t  a  p a r t i c u la r  in c r e m e n t  in  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  

a d d s  m o r e  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e  i f  i t  h a s  th e  m e a n in g  o f  a  w e l l-e a r n e d  r e w a r d  th a n  

t h a t  o f  a  w in d f a l l  is n o t  to  s a y  t h a t  r e w a rd s  a r e  n e c e s s a r ily  m o r e  m e a n in g f u l  e v e n ts ;  i t ’s 

s im p ly  to  s a y  th a t  th e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  l i f e ’s v a lu e  d e p e n d s  o n  th e i r  b e in g  r e w a r d s .

^9 H e r e  I d is a g r e e  w i th  B ig e lo w , C a m p b e l l ,  a n d  P a r g e t t e r ,  w h o  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  

s o m e o n e ’s l i fe ,  th o u g h  n o t  r e d u c ib le  to  th e  s u m  o f  th e  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  e n jo y e d  

th r o u g h o u t  th a t  l i f e ,  n e v e r th e le s s  s u p e rv e n e s  o n  th e  p a t te r n  o f  th e  p e r s o n ’s m o m e n ta r y  

w e ll -b e in g  th r o u g h  t im e .  (S e e  “ D e a th  a n d  W e l l- B e in g ,” p p .  1 2 7 - 1 2 8 ,  1 3 6 - 1 3 7 .)  I n d e e d ,  

th e s e  a u t h o r s  b e lie v e  t h a t  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g  ju s t  is th a t  p r o p e r ty — w h a te v e r  it  m a y  

b e — w h o s e  p r o f i l e  th r o u g h  t im e  d e te rm in e s  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s l i f e  {ibid.y p .  128). M y  

r e a s o n s  f o r  r e je c t in g  th i s  v ie w  a r e  e x p o u n d e d  in  g r e a te r  d e ta i l  b e lo w .

20 I n  s o m e  c a se s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w h a t  w e  h o p e  to  l e a r n  f r o m  a  m i s f o r tu n e  is  h o w  to  a v o id  

r e p e a t in g  s o m e  m is ta k e  th a t  o c c a s io n e d  i t .  B u t  w h y  d o  w e  th in k  i t  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  to  l e a r n  

h o w  to  a v o id  r e p e a t in g  a  p a s t  m is ta k e  th a n  to  l e a r n  a  d i f f e r e n t  le s s o n ,  a b o u t  h o w  to  a v o id  

c o m m itt in g  a  n o v e l  m is ta k e ?  T h e  r e a s o n  i s n ’t  th a t  w e  r e g a r d  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  r e p e a te d  

m is ta k e  a s  n e c e s s a r ily  w o rs e  t h a n  th o s e  o f  a  m is ta k e  c o m m it te d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .  W e  m ig h t  

p r e f e r  c o m m itt in g  a  n o v e l  m is ta k e  to  r e p e a t in g  a  p a s t  m is ta k e  e v e n  i f  th e i r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

w o u ld  b e  e q u a lly  b a d .  S u re ly ,  th e  r e a s o n  is  t h a t  w e  r e g a r d  th e  s to r y  o f  c o m m itt in g  th e  s a m e  

m is ta k e  r e p e a te d ly  a s  w o rs e  t h a n  th a t  o f  c o m m itt in g  d i f f e r e n t  m is ta k e s — a  v a lu e  ju d g m e n t  

th a t  d e p e n d s  o n  m o r e  th a n  th e  m o m e n ta r y  c o s ts  o f  th e  m is ta k e s  th e m s e lv e s .

O n e  m ig h t  th in k  t h a t  o u r  in te r e s t  in  l e a r n in g  f r o m  m is f o r tu n e s ,  a n d  th e  m is ta k e s  th a t  

o c c a s io n  th e m , is b a s e d  o n  th e  a s s u m p t io n  th a t  th e  m is ta k e s  a  p e r s o n  h a s  a l r e a d y  c o m m it te d  

a r e  th e  o n e s  th a t  h e ’s m o s t  l ik e ly  to  c o m m it  in  f u tu r e ,  a n d  h e n c e  th a t  le s s o n s  le a r n e d  f r o m  

th e m  a r e  th e  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  m o s t  l ik e ly  to  b e  u s e fu l .  I d i s a g re e .  W e  v a lu e  le a r n in g  f r o m  

m is ta k e s  e v e n  i f  w e  k n o w  th a t  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  r e p e a t  th e m  w ill n e v e r  a r is e .  A n d  w e  v a lu e  

le a r n in g  f r o m  m is f o r tu n e s ,  s u c h  a s  g r a v e  illn e s se s  o r  f r e a k  a c c id e n ts ,  th a t  a r e  n o t  in  a n y  

w a y  a t t r ib u ta b l e  to  m is ta k e s .

F in a l ly ,  o n e  m ig h t th in k  t h a t  l e a r n in g  f r o m  a  m is f o r tu n e  is  v a lu a b le  o n ly  b e c a u s e  i t  is  a  

m e a n s  to  a  m o r e  p le a s a n t  c o n s c io u sn e s s  o f  th e  m is f o r t u n e — a  m e a n s  o f  “ c o m in g  to  t e r m s ” 

o r  “ m a k in g  p e a c e ” w i th  i t .  B u t  w h y  n o t  s im p ly  f o r g e t  a b o u t  th e  m is f o r t u n e  e n t i re ly ,  o r  tu r n  

o n e ’s th o u g h ts  to  s o m e th in g  e lse ?  I f  m a k in g  p e a c e  w ith  a  m is f o r tu n e  w e re  v a lu a b le  o n ly  a s  

a  m e a n s  to  p le a s u r a b le  c o n s c io u sn e s s ,  th e n  a n y  a l te r n a t iv e  p le a s u r e  w o u ld  s e rv e  j u s t  a s  

w e ll. M a k in g  p e a c e  w i th  a  m i s f o r tu n e  is v a lu a b le  n o t  ju s t  b e c a u s e  i t  e n ta i l s  a c q u i r in g  so  

m u c h  p e a c e  o f  m in d  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  e n ta i l s  a c q u ir in g  p e a c e  o f  m in d  in  a  w a y  th a t  d r a w s  a  

f i t t in g  c o n c lu s io n  to  o n e ’s p a s t .

(A ll o f  th e  o b je c t io n s  c o n s id e re d  in  th is  n o te  w e r e  su g g e s te d  to  m e  b y  C o n n ie  R o s a t i . )

21 C h a r le s  T a y l o r  r e m a r k s  o n  o u r  c o n c e r n  f o r  w h e th e r  th e  p a s t  “ is j u s t  ‘t e m p s  p e r d u ’ in  

th e  d o u b le  s e n se  in te n d e d  in  th e  t i t le  o f  P r o u s t ’s c e le b r a te d  w o rk ,  th a t  is , t im e  w h ic h  is  b o th  

w a s te d  a n d  i r r e tr i e v a b ly  lo s t ,  b e y o n d  r e c a l l ,  in  w h ic h  w e  p a s s  a s  i f  w e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n ” 

{Sources o f  the  Se lf,  p .  4 3 ) . T a y l o r  g o e s  o n  to  s a y  t h a t  o u r  d e s ire  to  p r e v e n t  th e  p r e s e n t  

f r o m  b e c o m in g  lo s t  in  th i s  s e n se  is  a  d e s ire  f o r  “ t h e  f u tu r e  to  ‘r e d e e m ’ th e  p a s t ,  to  m a k e  i t  

p a r t  o f  a  l if e  s to r y  w h ic h  h a s  s e n se  o r  p u r p o s e . ” T a y l o r  c o n t in u e s :  “ A  f a m o u s ,  p e r h a p s  f o r  

u s  m o d e r n s  a  p a r a d ig m , e x a m p le  o f  w h a t  th is  c a n  m e a n  is r e c o u n te d  b y  P r o u s t  in  h is  A  la 

recherche du  tem ps pe rd u .  I n  th e  s c e n e  in  th e  G u e r m a n te s ’s l ib r a r y ,  th e  n a r r a t o r  r e c o v e r s  

th e  f u l l  m e a n in g  o f  h is  p a s t  a n d  th u s  r e s to r e s  th e  t im e  w h ic h  w a s  ‘l o s t ’ in  th e  tw o  se n se s ' 

I  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e .  T h e  f o rm e r ly  i r re t r i e v a b le  p a s t  is r e c o v e r e d  in  its  u n i ty  w i th  th e  l if e  y e t  

to  liv e , a n d  a l l  th e  ‘w a s te d ’ t im e  n o w  h a s  a  m e a n in g ,  a s  th e  tim e  o f  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  th e  w o rk  

o f  t h e  w r i te r  w h o  w ill g iv e  s h a p e  to  th i s  u n i t y ” ( p p .  5 0 - 5 1 ) .

22 O f  c o u rs e ,  w e  c a n  a l s o  im a g in e  a  l i f e  in  w h ic h  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e  te a c h e s  

y o u  le s s o n s  in s t r u m e n ta l  to  th e  su c c e s s  o f  y o u r  s e c o n d . B u t in  th a t  c a s e ,  I w o u ld  c la im ,  

y o u r  l if e  w o u ld  b e  b e t te r  th a n  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  i f  th e  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e  h a d  b e e n  a  d e a d  lo s s .
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23 P e te r  R a i l to n  h a s  p o in te d  o u t  to  m e  th a t  I s e e m  to  b e  a p p e a lin g  to  a  d e s ire  th a t  w a s  

o m i t te d  f r o m  m y  c a lc u la t io n  o f  d e s i r e - f u l f i l lm e n t— n a m e ly ,  y o u r  d e s ire  f o r  a  l i f e  in  w h ic h  

y o u r  e f f o r t s  a r e  r e w a r d e d .  B u t I d o  n o t  th in k  th a t  y o u r  d e s ire  f o r  a  l i f e  in  w h ic h  y o u r  

e f f o r t s  a r e  r e w a r d e d  is c o n t in g e n t  o n  th e  a s s u m p t io n  o f  y o u r  h a v in g  th a t  d e s ire  in  th e  li f e  

u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .

24 T h e s e  p h ilo s o p h e r s  in c lu d e  J o e l  F e in b e rg  {Harm  to  O thers  (N e w  Y o r k :  O x f o r d  

U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s ,  19 8 4 ), p p .  7 9  f f . ) ;  a n d  B ig e lo w , C a m p b e l l ,  a n d  P a r g e t t e r  ( “ D e a th  a n d  

W e ll - B e in g ,” p p .  1 3 4 - 1 3 5 ,  1 38). N o te  th a t  in  r e je c t in g  th e  n o t io n  o f  r e t r o a c t iv e  e f f e c ts  o n  

a  p e r s o n ’s m o m e n ta r y  w e ll -b e in g ,  I d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  r e je c t  th e  n o t io n  th a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  

a  p e r s o n ’s l if e  c a n  b e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  e v e n ts  a f te r  h is  d e a th .  T h e  r e a s o n  is t h a t  I r e g a r d  th e  

v a lu e  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s l i f e  a s  a  f e a tu r e  o f  h is  l i fe  s to r y ,  a n d  a  p e r s o n ’s li f e  s to r y  m a y  n o t  e n d  

a t  h is  d e a th .

25 I n d e e d ,  I d o n ’t  se e  h o w  F e in b e rg  o r  B ig e lo w  et at. c a n  s a y  th a t  s u c h  a  p e r s o n ’s l if e  g e ts  

b e t te r  a t  a l l  i f ,  in  a d u l t h o o d ,  h e  d e s ire s  th a t  h is  y o u t h  h a d  g o n e  d i f f e r e n t ly .

26 M a n y  p h ilo s o p h e r s  h a v e  n o te d  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  r a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  to  s a ti s f y  

d e s ire s  th a t  o n e  h a d  in  th e  p a s t  ( D e re k  P a r  f i t .  R easons a nd  Persons, C h a p te r  8 ; R ic h a rd  

B r a n d t ,  “ T w o  C o n c e p ts  o f  U t i l i ty , ” in  The L im its  o f  U tilitarianism , e d .  b y  H a r la n  B . 

M il le r  a n d  W i ll ia m  H .  W i ll ia m s  ( M in n e a p o l is :  U n iv e r s ity  o f  M in n e s o ta  P re s s ,  198 2 ), 

p .  180). T o  m y  k n o w le d g e ,  th e s e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  d o  n o t  r a i s e  th e  f u r th e r  q u e s t io n  o f  w h y  o n e  

h a s  a n y  p r e s e n t  r e a s o n  to  p r o m o te  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  o n e ’s d e s ire s  f o r  th e  f u tu r e ,  g iv e n  t h a t  

o n e  m a y  h a v e  n o  r e a s o n  to  p r o m o t e  th e i r  f u l f i l lm e n t  a t  th e  t im e .  S ee  a l s o  A m a r ty a  S e n , 

“ P lu r a l  U t i l i ty ,”  Proceed ings o f  the  A risto te lia n  Socie ty  (1 9 8 1 ), 81 : 2 0 2 - 2 0 4 .

22 C .I .  L e w is  o f f e r s  m a n y  su g g e s tiv e  r e m a r k s  to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  s tr iv in g  a n d  a c h ie v in g  

h a v e  v a lu e  o n ly  a s  r e la te d  to  e a c h  o th e r  in  a  d ia c h r o n ic  w h o le  {Analysis o f  K now ledge and  

Valuation, p p .  4 9 8  f f . ) .  A s  I h a v e  n o te d ,  h o w e v e r , L e w is ’s r e m a r k s  o f t e n  re ly  o n  th e  n o t io n  

th a t  th e  experiences  o f  s tr iv in g  a n d  a c h ie v in g  s u f f u s e  o n e  a n o th e r  o r  a d d  u p  to  a n  

i r re d u c ib le  d ia c h r o n ic  e x p e r ie n c e .

28 S u b s e q u e n t ly ,  s u c h  c o n s t r a in t s  m a y  r e la x  to  s o m e  e x te n t ,  s in c e  th e  e v e n ts  o f  o n e ’s 

r e t i r e m e n t  m a y  b e  le ss  in t im a te ly  r e la te d  to  th e  o th e r  e v e n ts  in  o n e ’s l i f e  th a n  th o s e  

o c c u r r in g  a t  th e  c u l m in a t io n  o f  o n e ’s a c tiv e  c a re e r .  A  l if e  s to r y  th a t  h a s  o n ly  o n e  f i t t in g  

c l im a x  m a y  h a v e  m o r e  th a n  o n e  f i t t in g  d e n o u e m e n t .

29 A s  M ic h a e l  S to c k e r  p o in t s  o u t ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  l i f e  is  w h a t  M o o r e  w o u ld  h a v e  c a l le d  a n  

“ o r g a n ic  w h o le ,” P lura l an d  C on flic ting  Values ( O x f o rd :  C la r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  199 0 ), 

p p .  3 0 0 -3 0 2 , 3 2 3 .

30 T h e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  B ig e lo w , C a m p b e l l ,  a n d  P a r g e t t e r ,  w h o  a rg u e  th a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  

s o m e o n e ’s l i f e  s u p e rv e n e s  o n  th e  p a t te r n  o f  h is  m o m e n ta r y  w e ll-b e in g  th r o u g h  t im e .  T h e y  

s a y ,  “ S u re ly  i f  tw o  p e o p le  h a v e  h a d  th e  s a m e  te m p o r a l  w e ll -b e in g  a t  a l l  t im e s  o f  th e i r  l if e 

s p a n s  o f  e q u a l  l e n g th ,  th e y  a r e  to  b e  s e e n  to  h a v e  h a d  e q u a l  g lo b a l  w e ll -b e in g ” ( “ D e a th  a n d  

W e ll - B e in g ,” p .  1 3 7 ). I s a y . S u re ly  n o t .  F o r  i f  o n e  p e r s o n ’s l a te r  g o o d  f o r tu n e  r e d e e m e d  h is  

e a r l ie r  s u f fe r in g s  a n d  th e  o t h e r ’s d id  n o t ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e i r  liv e s  m ig h t  w e ll d i f f e r .

31 H e r o d o tu s ,  I . 3 0 - 3 3 .  T h is  s to r y  is  c i te d  b y  A r i s to t le  {N icomachean E th ics  L x .  1 - 2 ) ,  

w h o s e  f in a l  d e f in i t io n  o f  h a p p in e s s  ( a t  L x .  15) a l s o  b e t r a y s  a n  in c l in a t io n  to  a g r e e  w i th  

S o lo n  to  s o m e  e x te n t .

32 S o m e  p h ilo s o p h e r s  se e m  to  r e g a r d  ‘p r u d e n c e ’ a s  s y n o n y m o u s  w i th  “ s e l f - in te r e s te d  

r a t i o n a l i t y ” o r  “ p r a c t ic a l  w is d o m .” I n  th i s  p a r a g r a p h  I a m  d is c u s s in g  p r u d e n c e  in  a  

n a r r o w e r  s e n s e ,  in  w h ic h  i t  d e n o te s  a  s p e c if ic  a s p e c t o f  p r a c t ic a l  w is d o m — n a m e ly ,  a  

r a t i o n a l  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d  th e  f u tu r e .

33 F o r  a  c le a r  p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  th i s  v ie w , se e  F r e d  F e ld m a n ,  “ S o m e  P u z z le s  A b o u t  th e  E v il  

o f  D e a t h , ” f o r th c o m in g  in  The Ph ilosoph ica l R eview .  F e ld m a n ’s o w n  v ie w  o n  th e  m a t te r  

m a y  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  to  th e  v ie w  th a t  h e  p r e s e n ts  in  th is  p a p e r ,  s in c e  th e  p a p e r  a d o p ts  a  

s im p l is t i c a lly  a d d i t iv e  h e d o n is m  m e re ly  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  a r g u in g  w i th  E p ic u r e a n s .  W h a t  

F e ld m a n  d o e s  b e l ie v e  is th a t  th e  ev il o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e a th  m u s t  b e  c o m p u te d  a s  th e
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d if f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  a c tu a l  l i f e  in  w h ic h  i t  o c c u r s  a n d  th a t  o f  th e  s a m e  l ife  in  

th e  n e a r e s t  p o s s ib le  w o r ld  in  w h ic h  th e  d e a th  d o e s n ’t  o c c u r .  I d o  n o t  in  g e n e ra l  a c c e p t  th is  

m e th o d  o f  c o m p u t in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  e v e n ts  in  s o m e o n e ’s l if e ,  s in c e  I b e l ie v e  th a t  e v e n ts  h a v e  a  

m o m e n ta r y  v a lu e  t h a t ’s d is t in c t  f r o m  th e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  s u b je c t ’s l i f e  a s  

a  w h o le .  S in c e  d e a th  h a s  n o  m o m e n ta r y  d is v a lu e ,  h o w e v e r ,  m y  v ie w  a b o u t  i t  c o in c id e s  w ith  

F e l d m a n ’s. I d is c u s s  th i s  s u b je c t  f u r th e r  b e lo w .

G r i f f i n  e x p re s s e s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  th i s  v ie w  in  n o te  3 3 , p .  3 5 5 , o f  Well-Being.

35 S ee  G r i f f in ,  Well-Being, p p .  3 6 , 1 4 4 -1 4 6 .

36 I n  s p e a k in g  o f  f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I a m  a s s u m in g  th a t  w e a lth  h a s  in t r in s ic  

v a lu e  f o r  a  p e r s o n .  N o th in g  in  m y  a r g u m e n t  d e p e n d s  o n  th i s  a s s u m p t io n .  E m o t i o n a l ,  

s o c ia l , o r  p h y s ic a l  w e ll-b e in g  c a n  b e  s u b s t i tu te d  in  m y  a rg u m e n ts ,  mu ta tis  m u tand is,  f o r  

f in a n c ia l  w e ll -b e in g .

37 A s s e s s m e n ts  o f  e m o t io n a l ,  p h y s ic a l ,  a n d  p r o f e s s io n a l  w e ll-b e in g  th u s  in v o lv e  w h a t  

S e n  w o u ld  c a ll  “ in f o r m a t i o n a l  c o n s t r a in t s ” — th a t  is , c o n s t r a in t s  o n  w h ic h  s o r ts  o f  

in f o r m a t io n  a r e  r e le v a n t .  I n  S e n ’s t e rm s ,  th e  r e a s o n  w h y  p e o p le  w ith  e q u iv a le n t f in a n c ia l  

h o ld in g s  h a v e  th e  s a m e  le v e l o f  f in a n c ia l  w e ll-b e in g  is th a t  th e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  s a m e  

“ i s o in f o r m a t io n  s e t” a s  d e f in e d  b y  th e  a p p l ic a b le  in f o r m a t io n a l  c o n s t r a in t .  S ee  “ M o r a l  

I n f o r m a t i o n , ” th e  f i r s t  le c tu r e  in  “ W e ll-B e in g ,  A g e n c y  a n d  F r e e d o m ,”  p p .  1 6 9 -1 8 4 .

38 F o r  e a s e  o f  e x p r e s s io n ,  I h a v e  c h o s e n  to  c o m p a r e  p r o b a b il i t i e s  o n  a  lo g a r i th m ic  sc a le . 

T h a t  is ,  I c a l l  p  d o u b ly  u n l ik e ly  in  r e la t io n  to  q  i f  th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  p  is e q u a l  to  th e  

p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  q  s q u a r e d .

39 S ee  th e  p r e c e d in g  n o te .

^  T h is  a r g u m e n t  is in  th e  s a m e  s p i r i t  a s  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e m a r k s  o f  T h o m a s  N a g e l ’s: 

“ H u m a n  b e in g s  a r e  s u b je c t  to  . . . m o t i v a t io n a l  c la im s  o f  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s .  T h is  is 

b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  c o m p le x  c re a tu r e s  w h o  c a n  v ie w  th e  w o r ld  f r o m  m a n y  p e r s p e c t iv e s  . . . 

a n d  e a c h  p e r s p e c t iv e  p r e s e n ts  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e t o f  c la im s .  C o n f l ic t  c a n  e x is t w i th in  o n e  o f  th e s e  

s e ts ,  a n d  i t  m a y  b e  h a r d  to  re s o lv e .  B u t w h e n  c o n f l ic t  o c c u r s  b e tw e e n  th e m , th e  p r o b le m  is 

s ti ll  m o r e  d i f f ic u l t .  . . . [S u c h  c o n f lic ts ]  c a n n o t ,  in  m y  v ie w , b e  r e s o lv e d  b y  s u b s u m in g  

e i th e r  o f  th e  p o in t s  o f  v ie w  u n d e r  th e  o th e r ,  o r  b o th  u n d e r  a  th i r d .  N o r  c a n  w e  s im p ly  

a b a n d o n  a n y  o f  th e m .  T h e r e  is  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  w e  s h o u ld .  T h e  c a p a c i ty  to  v ie w  th e  w o r ld  

s im u l ta n e o u s ly  f r o m  [ d i f f e re n t p o in t s  o f  v iew ] is  o n e  o f  th e  m a r k s  o f  h u m a n i ty ” ( “ T h e  

F r a g m e n ta t io n  o f  V a lu e ,” in  M orta l Q uestions  ( C a m b r id g e : C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  

19 7 9 ), p . 1 34). ( H e r e  I h a v e  m a d e  s t r a te g ic  d e le t io n s  f r o m  N a g e l ’s r e m a r k s  in  a  w a y  th a t  

m a y  e x a g g e r a te  th e i r  s im i la r i ty  to  m y  v ie w .)

I a m  th e r e f o r e  m a k in g  a  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o in t  f r o m  o n e  m a d e  b y  B e r n a r d  

W il l i a m s .  W h e n  W i ll ia m s  s a y s ,  “ T h e  c o r r e c t  p e r s p e c t iv e  o n  o n e ’s l i f e  is f r o m  n ow ,'' h e  is 

c r it ic iz in g  th e  p r in c ip le  th a t  o n e  s h o u ld  “ d is t r ib u te  c o n s id e r a t io n  e q u a lly  o v e r  [ o n e ’s] w h o le  

l i f e ” ( “ P e r s o n s ,  C h a r a c te r  a n d  M o r a l i ty ,” in  The Iden ti ties  o f  Persons, e d .  b y  A m é l ie  

O k s e n b e rg  R o r ty  (B e rk e le y : U n iv e r s ity  o f  C a l i f o r n ia  P re s s ,  1 9 7 6 ), p p .  2 0 9 , 2 0 6 ).

^2 K u r t  V o n n e g u t,  S laugh terhouse  F ive  (N e w  Y o rk :  D e ll P u b l is h in g ,  1 9 6 9 ), p .  2 3 : “ T h e  

T r a l f a m a d o r ia n s  c a n  lo o k  a t  a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  m o m e n ts  ju s t  th e  w a y  w e  c a n  l o o k  a t  a  s tr e tc h  

o f  th e  R o c k y  M o u n ta in s  . . . .  T h e y  c a n  se e  h o w  p e r m a n e n t  a l l  th e  m o m e n ts  a re ,  a n d  th e y  

c a n  lo o k  a t  a n y  m o m e n t  th a t  in te r e s ts  th e m .  I t  is  j u s t  a n  i l lu s io n  w e  h a v e  h e r e  o n  E a r th  th a t  

o n e  m o m e n t  f o l lo w s  a n o t h e r  o n e  . . . . ”

43 C .I .  L e w is  a l s o  d e f e n d s  th e  a u t o n o m y  o f  m o m e n ta r y  v a lu e  {Analysis o f  K now ledge  

and  Va luation , p p .  503  f f . ) .  A g a in ,  L e w is ’s a r g u m e n t  is b a s e d  o n  a n  e x p e r ie n tia l  c o n c e p t io n  

o f  v a lu e .

44 I d e f e n d  th i s  v ie w  in  “ A n  E s s a y  o n  I n te r n a l i s m ” ( m a n u s c r ip t ) .  N o te  th a t  in te r n a li s m  

a p p lie s  o n ly  to  m a t te r s  o f  in t r in s ic  v a lu e .  O b v io u s ly ,  s o m e th in g  t h a t ’s b e y o n d  a  p e r s o n ’s 

p o w e r s  o f  c o m p r e h e n s io n  c a n  s ti l l  b e  g o o d  f o r  h im  e x t r in s ic a lly ,  s in c e  i t  c a n  b e  c o n d u c iv e  

to  th in g s  th a t  a r e  g o o d  f o r  h im  in t r in s ic a lly .

45 O f  c o u rs e , th e  in t u i t io n  e x p r e s s e d  h e r e  m a y  n o t  b e  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th a t  e x p r e s s e d  in
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in te r n a l i s m .  I n d e e d ,  th e r e  a r e  s o m e  in te r p r e t a t io n s  o f  in te r n a l i s m  a c c o r d in g  to  w h ic h  th e  

tw o  in t u i t io n s  a r e  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e .  I s e p a r a te  th e m  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I r e g a rd  in te r n a l i s m  a s  

r e s t in g  o n  a  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  in tu i t io n .  S ee  m y  “ E s s a y  o n  I n te r n a l i s m .”

^  T h is  p o in t  fo l lo w s  m o s t  c le a r ly  f r o m  d e s ir e - b a s e d  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  w e ll -b e in g ,  w h ic h  

w ill d e f in e  h o w  v a lu a b le  d i f f e r e n t  s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a r m s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  a r e  f o r  a  c o w  in  te rm s  o f  

h o w  m u c h  th e  c o w  w a n ts  th o s e  s e q u e n c e s ,  o r  w o u ld  w a n t  th e m  u n d e r  s o m e  id e a l  

c o n d i t io n s .  S in c e  a  c o w  c a n n o t  c a re  a b o u t  s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a r m s  a n d  b e n e f i ts ,  a n d  w o u ld n ’t  

b e  a b le  to  c a r e  a b o u t  th e m  e x c e p t  u n d e r  c o n d i t io n s  th a t  t r a n s f o r m e d  it  in t o  s o m e th in g  

o t h e r  t h a n  a  c o w , th e s e  d e f in i t io n s  im p ly  th a t  t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e s  c a n n o t  b e  a s s ig n e d  a  

v a lu e  s p e c if ic a l ly  f o r  a  c o w .

A l th o u g h  m y  p o in t  th u s  f o l lo w s  f r o m  d e s ir e - b a s e d  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e ,  i t  

d o e s  n o t  p r e s u p p o s e  th a t  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e  is  d e s ir e - b a s e d . J u d g m e n ts  o f  r e la t io n a l  v a lu e  

m u s t  s o m e h o w  b e  re la tiv iz e d  to  th e  s u b je c t ’s p e r s p e c tiv e — if  n o t  b y  b e in g  m a d e  to  d e p e n d  

o n  th e  s u b j e c t ’s a c tu a l  o r  c o u n t e r f a c tu a l  d e s ire s ,  th e n  b y  s o m e  o th e r  m e a n s .  A n d  a n y  

s tr a te g y  f o r  re la t iv iz in g  e v a lu a t io n s  o f  t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e s  to  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a  c o w  w ill 

r u n  in to  th e  s a m e  o b s ta c le — n a m e ly ,  th a t  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a  c o w  d o e s n ’t  e n c o m p a s s  

t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e s  a t  a l l .

( O n e  m ig h t th in k  th a t  P e te r  R a i l t o n ’s v e r s io n  o f  th e  d e s i re -b a s e d  c o n c e p t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  

th e  r e s o u r c e s  to  c i rc u m v e n t th i s  p r o b le m ,  s in c e  i t  w o u ld  d e f in e  w h a t ’s g o o d  f o r  th e  c o w  in  

t e r m s  o f  w h a t  a n  id e a liz e d  c o w  w o u ld  w a n t  i ts  a c tu a l  s e lf  to  d e s ire  ( “ M o r a l  R e a l i s m ,” The  

Philosoph ica l R ev iew  (1 9 8 6 ), 9 5 : 1 63). T h e  id e a l iz e d  c o w ,  o n e  m ig h t  th in k ,  c o u ld  a c q u i r e  

th e  a b i l i ty  to  c o n c e iv e  o f ,  a n d  f o r m  p r e f e r e n c e s  a m o n g ,  t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a r m s  a n d  

b e n e f i ts  w h ile  s ti l l  d o in g  so  o n  b e h a l f  o f  i ts  c o g n i tiv e ly  l im i te d  a n d  h e n c e  fu l ly  b o v in e  s e lf . 

T h is  s u g g e s t io n  s t r ik e s  m e  a s  o u t  o f  k e e p in g  w i th  R a i l t o n ’s th e o r y ,  f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s ,  o f  

w h ic h  o n e  w ill s u f f ic e  f o r  n o w .  T h e  c o g n i tiv e ly  e n h a n c e d  c o w , o n c e  fu l ly  in f o r m e d ,  w o u ld  

r e a l iz e  th a t  i ts  a c tu a l  s e lf  w a s  u n a b le  to  w a n t  t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a r m s  a n d  b e n e f i t s ,  

a n d  w o u ld  th e r e f o r e  n o t  b o th e r  w a n tin g  its  a c tu a l  s e lf  to  h a v e  a n y  s u c h  d e s ire s . )

47 S ee  G r i f f in ,  Well-Being, p .  145: “ E v e n  w h e n  o n e  d o e s  t o t  u p ,  s a y ,  m a n y  s m a ll- sc a le  

p le a s u re s  to  g e t  a n  o v e r a l l  a g g r e g a te  v a lu e ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  l if e  c o n ta in in g  th e s e  m a n y  lo c a l  

p le a s u r e s  is  f ix e d  in  c o m p a r i s o n  w i th  c o m p e tin g  f o r m s  o f  li f e ,  a n d  s o  th e  f in a l ly  e f fe c tiv e  

m a g n i tu d e s  a r e  f ix e d  b y  g lo b a l  d e s i r e s .” M y  p o in t  is  t h a t  a  c o w  is in c a p a b le  o f  h a v in g  th e  

r e q u is i t e  g lo b a l d e s ire s .

48 D e R erum  N atura , I I I ,  8 7 0  f . ,  8 98  f . ,  c i te d  b y  B e r n a r d  W i ll ia m s  in  “ T h e  M a k r o p u lo s  

C a s e , ” Prob lem s o f  the  S e l f  ( C a m b r id g e : C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s ,  1 9 7 3 ), p .  8 3 , n .  2 .

49 H e r e  I a m  n o t  s a y in g  th a t  a  p r e m a t u r e  d e a th  is  b a d  f o r  a  p e r s o n  b e c a u s e  h e  w a n ts  o r  

w o u ld  w a n t  h is  l i f e  to  b e  lo n g e r . R a th e r ,  I a m  s a y in g  th a t  b e c a u s e  a  p e r s o n  can  w a n t  h is  l if e  

to  b e  lo n g e r ,  th e  ju d g m e n t  t h a t  a  p r e m a t u r e  d e a th  is b a d  f o r  h im  s a t is f ie s  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  

o f  in te r n a l i s m .  T o  c i te  a  p e r s o n ’s a c tu a l  o r  p o te n t i a l  d e s ire s  a s  e v id e n c e  th a t  a  v a lu e  

ju d g m e n t  is  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  in te r n a l i s m  is o n e  th in g ;  to  c i te  th o s e  d e s ire s  a s  th e  v a lu e  

ju d g m e n t ’s t r u th - m a k e r s  is  q u i te  a n o th e r .

T h e s e  b r ie f  r e m a r k s  o n  th e  ev il o f  d e a th  w e re  in s p i r e d  b y  T h o m a s  N a g e l ’s e s sa y  “ D e a t h , ” 

in  M orta l Q uestions, 1 - 1 0 .  N a g e l  p o in t s  o u t  th a t  th e  E p ic u r e a n  a r g u m e n t  a s s u m e s  th a t  i f  

d e a th  h a r m s  i ts  v ic t im ,  i t  m u s t  h a r m  h im  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e .  N a g e l  a r g u e s  th a t  th i s  

a s s u m p t io n  is fa ls e .  (S o  d o e s  F r e d  F e ld m a n ,  in  “ S o m e  P u z z le s  A b o u t  th e  E v il  o f  D e a t h . ” ) 

M y  c la im  is th a t  a l th o u g h  th e  a s s u m p t io n  is in d e e d  f a ls e  in  a p p l ic a t io n  t o  p e r s o n s  (w h ic h  is 

th e  a p p l ic a t io n  th a t  N a g e l  h a s  in  m in d ) ,  i t  is  t r u e  in  a p p l ic a t io n  to  lo w e r  a n im a ls .


